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James Brown, "Godfather Of
Soul" Inspired Generations
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Brandy Martinez, left, and Nya Bin Ghi sign their names on a poster of James Brown posted outside B.B. King's Blues Club in New York,
Sunday, Dec. 25,2006, after word spread that the legendary soul singer had died of heart failure from pneumonia on Christmas day
By: NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
AP Music Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - It was the
trademark moment of every James
Brown performance.
A weary, spent Brown slowly makes
his way to exit the stage, as if he had
given too much energy to perform even
one more of his dazzling dance steps or
scratchy shrieks. An assistant comes out
to drape a coat over him, to put an
exclamation point on his impending exit.
And then, suddenly, Brown stops.
He shakes off his coat. And then he
rushes back to the microphone, once
again emitting those husky grunts and

shimmying dance moves that were his
calling card.
With that one bit of stage shtick,
Brown - dubbed “The Hardest Working
Man in Show Business” summed up his
entire stage persona - a dynamic
performer who gave his all until there
was no more to give, then dug deeper
and gave even more.
The pompadoured “Godfather of
Soul” influenced, generations of
musicians, from rock to rap, through his
revolutionary rhythms, rough voice and
flashing footwork. Only hours before
his death early Christmas morning,
Brown, 73, had told friends from his
hospital bed that he was looking forward

to a New Year’s Eve performance in
New York.
Brown died of heart failure on
Monday, less than two days after he was
hospitalized with pneumonia, said his
agent, Frank Copsidas of Intrigue
Music.
“He was an innovator, he was an
emaheipator, he was an originator. Rap
music, all that stuff came from James
Brown,” entertainer Little Richard, a
longtime friend of Brown’s, told
MSNBC.
One of the major musical influences
of the. past 50 years, Brown , was to
rhythm and dance music what Bob
Dylan was to lyrics. From Mick Jagger

to Michael Jackson, David Bowie to
Public Enemy, his rapid-footed dancing,
hard-charging beats and heartfelt yet
often unintelligible vocals changed the
musical landscape.
He was one of the first artists
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, along with Elvis Presley, Chuck
Berry and other founding fathers.
“James Brown changed music,” said
Rev. Al Sharpton, who toured with him
in the 1970s and imitates his hairstyle to
this day.
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Kwanzaa: A Celebration Of
Family, Community and Culture

Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Myers (above), 66th Air Base Wing noncommissioned
officer in charge of the Military Equal Opportunity office, demonstrates a
Kwanzaa ritual where she lights a candle in the^Kinara.

Kwanzaa is a non-religious AfricanAmerican holiday that celebrates family,
community and culture, celebrated from
December 26 to January 1. It is a time to
celebrate life, heritage, humanity and
achievements as well as a time to reflect
and recommit to cultural ideals and
goodness.
Kwanzaa consists of seven days of
celebration, featuring activities such as
candle-lighting and pouring of libations,
and culminating in a feast and gift
giving. Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor
and chairman of Black Studies at
California State University, Long Beach,
created Kwanzaa in 1966. After the riots
in Los Angelas, Dr. Karenga searched
for ways to bring African-Americans
together as a community. He founded
US, a cultural organization and started
to research African “first fruit” (harvest)
celebrations, combining aspects of
several different harvest celebrations,
such as those of the Ashanti and those of
the Zulu, to form the basis of Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa celebrates what its founder
called, “he Seven Principles of Kwanzaa”
or Nguzo Saba (originally Nguzu Saba “The seven Principles of Blackness”)
which Karenga said “s a communitarian
African philosoph” consisting of Karenga’s
distillation of what he deemed “the best
of African thought and practice in constant
exchange with the world” These seven
principles comprise Kawaida, a Swahili
term for tradition and the reason that
Karenga used to refer to his synthesized
system of belief. Each of the seven days
of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the
following principles, which are explained
by Karenga as follows:
• Umoja (Unity) To strive for and
maintain unity in the family, community,
nation and race.
• Kujichagulia (Self-Determination) To
define ourselves, name ourselves, create

Tampa Bay Kids Piece Together
Their ideas Of Peace On Earth
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Zeta’s Holiday Breakfast & Fashion
By: EMMA CAVIN
Ending the year by inspiring feelings of
gratitude and hope was the goal of the St.
Petersburg Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority as they presented a program in
honor of cancer survivors during their 20th
Annual Holiday Breakfast & Fashion Show
on December 9, 2006. Beginning just after
9:00 a.m., chapter president, Alma Bell
welcomed the exuberant crowd and
promised a morning they would not forget.
And those who were there can tell you that
they will not. The thrill of seeing friends
again, the excitement of viewing the
fashions, and the special program presented
brought joy and hope to every face.
The weather was just cool enough for
the long-sleeved holiday dresses in every
variety and hue. Hats, a few furs, and
numerous new hairdos were shown off

Arlacia Clark

when more than three hundred of St.
Petersburg’s most gracious ladies, with
their husbands or significant others, filled
the festive room to the jazzy Christmas
sounds of Hank Ashwood and friends.
Following a scrumptious Southern
breakfast (real grits), the fashion show
began. Entitled, “Dawn to Dusk, Affordable
Elegance,” the fashion show’s models
presented their choice of clothing to fit the
careers or lifestyles of all viewers. Starting
with professional and church clothing, the
audience was taken from the boardroom to
the chapel. In the second scene, they were
shown what’s fashionable and affordable in
a casual office, or for an afternoon tea.
Sportswear and playwear were shown in
the third scene. Scene four included semiformal and formal wear. The models were
resplendent in their suits, pantsuits, streetlength dresses, and long, formal gowns.

De Andre Johnson and
Carolyn Starling Cloud

Miriam Simmons
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Female models included Miriam
Simmons and Sarah Robinson Tate, who
are also seamstresses. Both ladies modeled
fashions they designed and made for the
show. Plus-sized models included Iveta
Sanchez-Gibbs and Glenda Rubin Clark,
who believe that it is not a woman’s size,
but her fashion sense that makes a
difference in looking good or not. The
petite-sized model was Patricia Jeremiah.
Jeremiah’s philosophy is that one should
not buy anything full price. She only shops
for sales. Carolyn Starling Cloud represents
the average business woman well, but after
she leaves the office, look out for those
hats. She has them in every style and color.
It’s her passion, and she loves to shop .for
them! Arlacia Clark was our female youth
model. What a pretty picture she made in
school, play wear, church and party wear.
Christopher (CC) Clark, Nick Asberry,

and Kinte’ Thompson were the male
-models. Tall, dark, and handsome are words
that describe each of these three gentlemen,
and they were outstanding in their suits,
sportswear, casual clothes and formal wear,
As 'they navigated the run-way, their
performances rivaled those of paid
professional
models.
In
addition,
information they shared with the audience
should help the men (or those who shop for
them) make very wise choices in the future.
The male youth model was DeAndre’
Johnson, who celebrated his 12th birthday
the previous day.
The last phase of the fashion show was
dubbed the “Grand Finale.” Each model
was dressed in a lavender outfit, in honor of
the cancer survivors who were invited to
the breakfast and fashion show. These
survivors
were
acknowledged
and
applauded as Jackie Brown, of the

Glenda Clark

Members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
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American Cancer Society’s Minority
Development, was
presented
with
donations to help patients going through
cancer treatment. Thirteen individuals were
presented trophies signifying their
survivorship of their journeys. Zeta
president, Alma Bell and event chairperson,
Kay Mullen presented the awards as part of
the organization^ national Z-HOPE
initiative. The acronym Z-HOPE stands for
Zetas Helping Other People Excel through
mind, body, and spirit. This activity, was an
excellent way to do that.
Dr. Gloria W. East was the commentator
for the fashion show, and Benita E. Swanson
was fashion show coordinator. Other
program participants included Lisa Wilson
and Eloise Thompson. Members of the Zeta
youth clubs participated as Santa’s elves to
distribute door prizes. All chapter members
served as hostesses.
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Verizon Donates To Ebony
Scholars Program

Cristina Coffin, Director of External Affairs for Verizon, presents a $5,000
donation to Vyrle Davis, president of the Ebony Scholars Committee, at a
recent event at Enoch Davis Center in St. Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG - To
support its efforts to help highachieving
African-American
students in Pinellas County
succeed academically — both
before and after high school
graduation - the Ebony Scholars
program recently received a
$5,000 gift from Verizon Florida.
Funds are used to offer academic
enhancements,
along
with
instruction in public speaking,
budgeting, college preparation, life
skills and cultural experiences to
promising students.
The donation was presented to
the group in December by Cristina
Coffin, Director of External
Affairs for Verizon.

Eta Rho Chapter Prepares For
Planned Giving

(L-R) Masable Baker, Myron Mills, Everette Jones, Frank Brunson and Kelly Reed

By:

THOMAS PACKERt

.

Special to the Challenger

1

The officers and members of Eta
Rho Education Services met on

December % 2006 to plan for the
coming year. TStiES is The 501 C (3)
charitable arm of the chapter that
provides monies for college
scholarships, local and district talent

hunt programs, thanksgiving baskets
to the needy, and many community
social
programs
that
make
application requests. The Board’s
incoming president, Myron Mills
thanked outgoing President, Frank
Brunson for his many years of
outstanding work, having put in
place all the necessary steps needed
to make ERES a model in charitable
giving. ERES is supported by the
chapter’s
many
fundraisers
throughout the year, including the
Deep. .Sea Fishing Tijptlgpd the
Annual Golf Tournament. Under the
leadership of Brother Mills, the
committee will seek to maximize
giving in 2007.

PTEC Winter Nursing Pinning
Ceremony

Graduates

On December 13, 2006 at the
Hospice Community Resource
Center located in St. Petersburg,
Florida, the PTEC St. Petersburg
Campus Nursing Assistant and
Practical Nursing Program shared an
' eventful evening in a joint pinning
ceremony for the first time.
The PN’s. have successfully
completed 1,350 hours of training,
while
the
NA/HH A’s
have
completed 215 hours of training.
Both groups are now prepared for
state testing and employment
respectively as Practical Nurses and

Nursing Assistants/Home Health
Aides.
The Hospice Resource Center
was monumental in size and
structure with ample parking for
hundreds of guests; its vaulted
ceilings and spacious open area
allowed an excess of 300 loved ones
the opportunity to witness this
spectacular event. The decoration
was beautifully coordinated with the
class colors of blue, white, and
silver.
Dr. Paul McRae, Chief of Staff
at Bayfront Medical Center was the'
keynote speaker.
Highlights from a few of the
graduate students referencing their
accomplishments included the
following quote's:
“We are a group that has learned
more than just to open a window and
push the call light. We have truly
worked hard, harder than we ever
realized.
It
is,
truly
an
accomplishment.”
“The great poet William Butler
Yeats said many years ago education is not about filling a pail;
it’s about lighting a fire - the fire of
learning and this is what the teachers
at PTEC have done for us, except
they tend to light it in a different
way.”
, “The best exercise of the human

heart is reaching down and picking
someone else up.” 1
“That
night
represented
innocence, purity, and the beginning
of our careers.”
“I was truly touched, when I was
pinned! I thought to myself, this year
was truly worth it.”
Family members and friends
were excited about the event, and
were very proud of the graduates’
accomplishments. This electrifying
ceremony included lighting candles
during the nursing pledge which is a
tradition that was established by
Florence Nightingale. The night
represented innocence, purity, and
the beginning of new careers. For all
involved, it was a moving and
significant experience to finally
come together as one in a
celebration for a new and bright
future.
Pinellas Technical Education
Centers St. Petersburg is one of the
two , sites offering more than 30
occupational programs to meet the
healthcare,
construction,
manufacturing and industrial needs
of local business and industry. The
center is a post-secondary school
which also offers short-term
industry specific training and
provides for co-enrollment for high
school students.
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RESERVE A PARADE FLOAT NOW. Mark your
calendar for the 22nd Annual Martin Luther

King, Jr. Drum Major for Justice PARADE
(on Monday, January 15, 2007) in downtown
St. Petersburg, Now is the time to reserve a
float for your organization or business by
contacting Chick Adams at Festive Floats in
Tampa. First, you may want to go online,
www.festivefloats.com, and select a float from
themes such as sports, beach or other Florida
themes. Next, come and look at the float at
their warehouse, at 2102 Orient Rd. in Tampa,
and make a cash deposit (half of the amount).

KRBSllB 585 J iSSgBi (Bfil 3EU

The average cost of a Festive Float is between
$1,000 to $1,500. Call Chick Adams at Festive
iTem St

Floats, 813-879-2878.
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Dec. 29 • St Pete Shuffle. St. Petersburg
Shuffieboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. 7 to
11 p.m. A hip twist On ah old game' with'muSic
, apd art. www-Stpetes'huff^.^om or 86(7-7^28«,
Dec. 30 • Saturday Morning Market. Centra) Ave.
from 1st to 2nd St. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open air
market with fresh produce, gourmet baked
goods, greenery, handcrafts and more.
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com or 455-4921.
Dec. 30 • Kwanzaa Celebration. Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 6 to 8 p.m. Celebrate
“Nia,” the fifth principal of Kwanzaa. 687-1109.
Dec. 31 • WMNF presents Donna the Buffalo.

• All your carpet & tile needs can be met
by Fred’s Carpet Sales & Installation. Visit
the showroom at 2942 18th Ave. S. and
ask for Fred or Letetia Stephens. Fred
offers quick, professional service at a
competitive price. Call 321 -8080 for a free
estimate.
• Include Twigs and Leaves, a Florida
native plant and organic nursery, in your
New Years’ Resolution for 2007. Resolve
to spend more time relaxing in your yard!
At Twigs & Leaves, 1013 Dr. MLK St. S.,
you’ll find a wide variety of eco-friendly
products for controlling insects and
pests, creating an organic garden, reduc
ing waster, conserving energy and enjoy
ing the outdoors in a healthy way! Learn
more about Twigs and Leaves by plan
ning a visit at the MLK location, visiting
the website at www.twiqsnleaves.com or
calling 492-9906.

Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N, 8 p.m. BYOB, set-ups
and shacks available. 892-5202, .
Midday @
Midtown venues, 2 to 5 p.m.; downtown venues,
5 p.m. to midnight. Annual family oriented Nets?
Year's Eve celebration'of the arts that takes'
Dec. 31 • First Night St. Petersburg.

■

place in 30 venues in and around downtown. $8
adults, $5 children under 12, $10 day of event.
www.firstnightstpete.com or 823-8906.
Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 6 to 8 p.m. Celebrate
“Imani,” the seventh principal of Kwanzaa, with
music and dancing. All are invited; bring a cov
ered dish. Free. 893-7134.
Jan. 1 • Kwanzaa Celebration.

Central Ave. from 2nd
to 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Live music and festive
street party. Free. 393-3597.
Jan. 5 • Get Downtown.

Jah. 11 • Martin Luther King, Jr. High School

2430 Central Ave.,
is Florida’s first and only boutique
designed for today’s bridesmaid. The
store’s collection includes fashions by
Coren Moore, Elon Michelle, Jenny Yoo
and other noted designers. Looking for
wedding attire that has a life after the
wedding? Contact Judy Ferarra at 3237666 or info@thedroom.com.
• The Dressing Room,

• Send a bit of holiday cheer with a color
ful floral arrangement from Sweetrose
Flowers & Gifts, 1535 16th St. S. Fresh
and silk flowers and plants, home decor,
wedding consulting, event planning, and
delivery are among the many services
available. Call 894-2900 or visit
www.sweetroseflowersandqifts.com.

• Business Tip;
Now is the time to prepare your business
for next year’s hurricane season. The
Business Assistance Center, 33 Sixth St.
ft’ S., will be offering the workshop,

Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave, S. 7 p.m. Free. 893-7803.
Essay Contest Finals.

Jan. 12 • Marlin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major for

Hilton St. Petersburg,
333 1st St. S. 6:30 p.m. $35, 327-0085.
Justice Awards Banquet.

Jan. 14 • National Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum
Major for Justice Battle of the Bands & Drum
Line Extravaganza. Tropicana Field. 6:15 p.m.
$12, $10 advance, $15 VIP. 327-0085.

King, Jr. Leadership
Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 7:30 a.m.
$25. 892-5202.

Jan. 15 • Martin Luther
Breakfast.

Jan. 15 • National Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum

Downtown St.
Petersburg, 1:15 to 4 p.m. 327-0085.

Major for Justice Parade.

Jan. 15 • Martin Luther King, Jr. Candlelight

•

St. Petersburg Museum of History, 335 2nd
Ave. N.E. 6:30 p.m. 894-1052.
Vigil.

Disaster Preparedness For Small

on January 18,
February 14 and March 1. Call the
Business Assistance Center TODAY at
893-7146 for more information and to
register for this important workshop.
Business Owners,

Do you have an article and/or pictures o£ community events
that would he oi interest to the public?
The Weekly Challenger welcomes these submissions. Please send copies (not originals) of your work to:

The Weekly Challenger Office: 2500 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 35705

stpetersburg
www.stpete.oro

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress
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Media Honeymoon Ends
For Barack Hussein Obama
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After peering from
the cover of Time
magazine, making the
round of TV Sunday
talk shows and being
urged by newspaper
columnists
and
By: GEORGE E.
editorial writers to
CURRY
make a run for
president in 2008,
Barack Obama’s honeymoon with the
media is over. Generally, overly favorable
news coverage ends the moment a
candidate declares for office, However,
for Obama, who is still considering
whether to run, the tide has already turned.
According to mediamatters.org, a
media monitoring site, Republican
operatives and conservative talk show
hosts launched a not-so-subtle attack on
Obama’s middle name - Hussein.
“In late November, Republican
strategist, Ed Rogers began pointedly
referring to ‘Barack Hussein Obama,’
using the senator and potential
Democratic presidential candidate’s
middle name,” MediaMatters reported.
“Soon, the utterly meaningless - but
eminently mockable - fact that Obama’s
middle name is ‘Hussein’ was
everywhere.
- NBC-a-, Mike Viqueira announced ‘a
man named Barack Obama, whose
middle name, incidentally, is Hussein,
running for president.’
On the December 5 edition of Fox
News’ Special Report with Brit Hume,
Carl Cameron told viewers, “Though
he’s written two books about himself
already, most people know very little
about Barack Hussein Obama,, Junior’s
uncommonly privileged life. In case
you’re wondering: No, ‘John Sidney
McCain’ does not appear in any Fox
News stories available on Nexis.”
Chris Matthews interviewed Ed
Rogers on his show and teased him
about mocking Obama’s middle name
on the program while the regular host
was away.
MATTHEWS: Ed, you made some
news here the other night. Let’s take a
look at the tape of what you said.
ROGERS: Oh, come on.
MATTHEWS: No, no - of what you
said in my absence. When the cat’s
away, the mouse will play.
ROGERS: Where were you? Where
were you?
MATTHEWS: Let’s take a look at
what you said. •
ROGERS [video clip] Held me
down as somebody that underestimates
Barack Hussein Obama, please.
MATTHEWS: Well, you know in an
American life, the only time-we start
using three names for a person is when
they ’re an assassin A you know, John
Henry
ROGERS: There’s some truth to
that.
MATTHEWS: Lee Harvey Oswald..
Why did you invoke the middle name of
Barack Obama out of nowhere? What

are you up to, sir? ,
ROGERS: Mostly teasing him as a
lightweight and somebody that’s just not
ready.. .But I hope he runs. I want him to
run. There’s more Yes, there is more. Matthews, a former
Republican staffer, pretended that Rogers
“made some news” in his absence when
it was Matthews who had been the culprit.
According to the monitoring group,
“On the November 7 edition of Hardball
- three full weeks before Rogers’
comment - Matthews said: “You know,
it’s interesting that Barack Obama’s
middle name is Hussein. That will be
interesting down the road, won’t it?”
CNN’s Jeff Greenfield was no better
than his cohservative counterparts. ’
Referring to Obama, the journalist
said: “...He may be walking around
with a sartorial time bomb. Ask yourself:
Is there any other major public figure
who dresses the way he does? Why, yes.
It is Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, who, unlike most of his
predecessors, seem to have skipped
through enough copies of GQ to find the
jacket-and-no-tie look agreeable. And
maybe that’s not the comparison a
possible presidential contender really
wants to evoke.”
Since when did not wearing a tie
with a suit equate to being a terrorist
sympathizer?
But Greenfield did not stop there.
“Now, it is one thing to have a last
name that sounds like Osama and a
middle name, Hussein - that is probably
less than helpful. But, an outfit that
reminds people of a charter member of
the Axis of Evil? Why, this could leave
his presidential hopes hanging by a
thread. Or is that threads?”
New York Times columnist,
Maureen Dowd had written a column
saying that Obama’s “ears stick out.”
When Obama saw Dowd, he teased her
about her description of him, saying,
“You talked about my ears. I just want to
put you on notice: I’m very sensitive ...
I was teased relentlessly when I was a
kid about my big ears.”
That joking exchange was blown out
of proportion by Rush Limbaugh, He
said, “...If the guy is sensitive about his
big ears, we need to give him a new
name, like Dumbo, but that doesn’t quite
get it. You know, just calling him calling him - that just doesn’t -how
about Barack Hussein Odumbo?”
Obama was named after his father,
who was born in Kenya, not
Kennebunkport: To focus on his name,
his big ears or whether he wears a tie
shows just how small-minded and
vicious some opinionated talking heads
can be.
George E: Curry is editor-in-chief of
the
NNPA
News
Service
and
BlackPressUSA.com. To contact Curry
or to book him for a speaking
engagement, go to his Web site,
www.georgecurry.com.

Invest in Education,
Not Incarceration
Last year, more
than
7
million
American people 9
that’s about one in
every 32 adults were behind bars or
on probation
or
By: JUDGE
parole. The United
GREG MATHIS
States has, for years,
imprisoned
more
people than any other country in the
world. Yet, we don’t have the highest
illiteracy rate. And our economy
continues to take a hit as jobs are
outsourced to foreign countries with a
cheaper and better educated workforce.
Inner-city schools fail half of their
students and jobs are removed from
communities, replaced with guns and
drugs, resulting in incarceration if
you’re lucky, death if you’re not.
Nonetheless, many U.S. states have
cut their education budgets to
compensate for rapid growth in prison
populations and prison construction. The
misguided priorities that inform such
decisions have only served to further
marginalize
already
oppressed
populations. It’s time that this country
shifts its focus away from imprisonment
and commits its resources to. education
and empowerment.
In the past 20 years, more than a
thousand new prisons and jails have
been built in the U.S. Yet, our prisons
are more overcrowded now than ever.
According to the United State Justice
Department, the total number of inmates
increased 35-percent from 1995 to 2005.
The nation’s ‘war on drugs’ and the
stiff sentencing laws that grew out of
that war are largely to blame.
Nonviolent possession offenses, a crime
that, in another country, would more
than likely not result in a prison
sentence , make up a large percentage of
the prison population.
The numbers df individuals sentenced
for drug crimes increased nearly 65percent between 1996 and 2003,
accounting for the largest increase in
inmates in the federal system. Black and
Hispanic meh only make up lO-percent

of this country’s population, yet they
make up 60-percent, of our nation’s
prison population. Men aren’t the only
casualties here. Black women are three
times more likely than whites to end up
in prison and women of color are
increasingly being sentenced to long
prison terms for nonviolent drug
offenses.
If federal and local governments
were to adequately fund the nation’s
public schools, ensuring all students had
access to high-quality teachers, tutoring
and after-school programs, we could
stem the growth of the nation’s prison
population. With support, many could be
steered away from drugs and the street
life and pushed towards college or
vocational school. Instead, the country
has poured its money into a criminal
injustice system that, instead of creating
special programs designed to rehabilitate
the low-level offender, corrals these lost
souls into the nation’s prisons. Upon
release, having no education and no
skills, many return to the lifestyles that
landed them in prison. It’s a dangerous
cycle and only prison architects and big
business benefits.
In 1977, I was incarcerated for 7
months. I was told that it cost taxpayers
$30,000 to incarcerate me. A year later, I
enrolled at Eastern Michigan University
under an affirmative action program.
Because I was poor, I had to use loans
and tax-payer supported government
grants to pay for my education. The cost
of my four year education was $24,000,
less than the cost of my short jail
sentence. No longer a burden to taxpayers,
I am a significant taxpayer, helping,
through my tax contributions, to pave
the way for others who’ve yet to get an
opportunity to make a way for themselves.
The tax dollars used to support my
education were a worthy investment, one
that benefits all of society. America should
take note and act accordingly
Judge Greg Mathis is national vice
president of Rainbow PUSH and a
national board member of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.

IMVE ^1 MFC &
MFFT MEW TEflRI
JUMBO SHRIMP
TENDER, FRESH,
MELT-IN-YOUR-MOUTH DELICIOUS
DINNER WITH TEN
ONLY 12.99
INCLUDES COLESLAW, CORNPUPS,
CHOICE OF FRIES OR RICE PILAF’
400 • 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
JAZZ
JAMM
Red Hat Royal Society Hosts
Annual Christmas Gala Event
Say what you will, but one down on “Got To Give It Up!”
thing is for sure.. .the Red Hat Royal , Usually, I don’t dance at dances and
Society led by Queen Barbara Lee parties, but I knew immediately by
really knows how to throw a party. ‘ the finger-snapping tunes the DJ
On Saturday night, December 11th was playing that it wouldn’t be long
at the; Elks Sunshine City Lodge before I would be testing that bad
#255 - a whole lot of swinging was knee of mine.
Looking around, it seemed as if
going on. When I walked into the
Lodge, R&B vocalist, Teddy all of mid-town St. Pete was in the
Pendergrass was just finishing his house;. At a table to our left were
song about “Another Love TKO” locals Calvinetta Hayes, Kina
while Marvin Gaye started to get Chambliss, Cheiyl Holliday, Dessa

Barr and Debbie RoseBud. At our
own table were LaShonda and
Alton Taylor, who traveled all the
way from Oldsmar to participate in
the festivities. Also, at our table
were Red Hatter Dorothy Hill who
invited us and her friend Bill
Collins. Sitting at a table directly in
front of us were some new friends,
Henry and Lena Robinson, John R.
Fountain, Cynthia Moses and Artis
Wine. In fact, I’m hot sure which

(L-R) Calvinetta Hayes, kina
Chambliss, Cheryl Holliday, Dessa
Barr and Debbie RoseBud

Guests dancing to
the Electric Slide

Bill Collins
and Dorothy Hill

lovely lady asked me to dance, but
after accepting her invitation, I
found myself on the dance floor
“swing dancing.” My bad knee kept
telling me to sit down, but my ego
said not to give up.
. Checking out a little further to
see who was there, I glanced towards
the door, and noticed a group of
young ladies sitting together. I
watched as they all rose from the
table, paraded to the dance floor
and proceeded to get “funky” doing
the “Electric Slide.” Later, I learned
that their names were Leneka Shaw,
Alicia Fitzpatrick, Maria Felidis,
Alicia Ray, Johanna Valdez, Lorence
Baines, and Nell Lumpkin. Also,
sittirfg at a table near-by were Natalie
Prothro and James Simmons .

Just before the buffet dinner
was served, members of the Red
Hat Royal Society were introduced.
They included Queen Barbara Lee,
Cynthia Pierce, Vera Kelly, Nell
Lumpkin, Eloise Jones, Eartha
Fountain,
Calvinetta
Hayes,
Dorothy Hill, Doris Odom, Mona
Wright, Lillian Pickett, Debra
Wade, Mona Wright and Margie
Green. After taking their bows and
receiving a big round of applause
from all, it was announced that the
buffet table was open.
Well, at midnight, I was ready
to pack it in, so I bid all a goodnight
and wished everyone a very Merry
Christmas. I also put in my bid for
an invitation to next year’s
Christmas party. For here on out, a

team of wild horses couldn’t keep
me from attending the Red Hat
Royal Society’s annual Christmas
party. Happy New Year! And, I
hope to see you' at the Elks
Sunshine City Lodge #255 dancing
the night away next year.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive”
by “Supporting Live Jazz!”

Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, do The Weekly Challenger,
2500 M.L. King, Jr. Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Senator Arthenia Joyner Selected New Human Resources Director
For Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
As Senate Democratic Whip

Senator Arthenia Joyner

TAMPA - Senator Arthenia
Joyner (D), District 18, joins the
Senate Democratic Leadership
Team as Democratic Whip. Senator

Joyner was selected by Senator
Steven Geller, Minority Leader in
the Senate, to serve as Whip in the
Senate Dem<?cratic Caucus for the
2006-2008 Term. Senator Joyner is
the only freshman Senator to have a
position of leadership in the
Democratic Caucus.
“Thisa- unique honor that
Sebator Geller has given me and I
will do everything possible to
affirm the confidence that has been
placed in my leadership,” stated
Senator Joyner.
The role of the Whip is to help,
mobilize
Democratic
caucus
members on important legislation;
to be the liaison between Members
and the Democratic Leadership;

Share Your
Business Skills
With A Girl
Scout
Do you want to help a girl succeed in life?
Do you have business skills you’d be willing to
share with her? Are you looking for a short
term way to make a difference as a volunteer?
The Girl Scouts of Suncoast Council needs
you! We are looking for mentors for girls in our
Innovative Delivery programs to guide those
girls through the annual Cookie Sale Program.
Through
our
Innovative
Delivery
initiatives, we offer girls the chance to
participate in Girl Scout activities not
previously available because of a lack of adult
volunteers. Girls in un-served and underserved
segments of the population have an opportunity
to benefit from Girl Scouting.
We need mentors throughout Suncoast
Council (Hernando, Hill sborough, Pasco, and
Pinellas counties) to guide these girls through
the annual Cookie Sale Program. Through the
program, girls learn teamwork, goal-setting,
money management, and many other life skills.
Mentors will assist girls through the Cookie
Sale Program, which, begins in January and
concludes in March.
For more information on becoming a
cookie mentor, contact Rhondalisha Collins at
813-281-4475, ext. 203, or 1-800-881-4475,
ext. 203.
Girl Scouting builds girls of courage,
confidence, and character, who make the world
a better place. Last year, Girl Scouts of
Suncoast Council served 26,730 girl members
and 10,597 adult volunteers in Hernando,
Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties.

and to coordinate strategy within
the Caucus.
The name for the position of
Whip is derived from the term
“whipper in,” which is a British
term for the person responsible for
keeping the foxhounds from
leaving the pack. It was first used in
■the House of Commonsyin^the date,
1700s.
I
Senator Arthenia L. Joyner was
elected to the Florida Senate in
2006. A Tampa attorney, Senator
Joyner also served as State
Representative, District 59, in the
Florida House’for six years. Senate
District 18 encompasses portions of
Hillsborough, Manatee and Pinellas
counties.

Beverly Pruitt of Atlanta,
Georgia has joined the Pinellas
County Sheriffs Office as Director of
Human Resources. Prior to her
position with the Sheriff’s Office,
Ms. Pruitt was Director of Employee
Services with the Atlanta Public

and
a
Certified
Schools, a school district with 7,000 (SHRM)
employees and 89 school locations. Compensation Professional (CCP).
Beverly says she is looking
During her career, she has worked in
HR management roles with Bowater forward to working with the Human
Inc., Novant Healthcare, Rensselaer Resources staff and Sheriff’s Office
Polytechnic
Institute,
and members in furthering the public
safety mission of the agency. She
city/county government.
Ms. Pruitt earned her Juris will be a member of the, Sheriff’s
Staff,
anti
her
Doctorate at the University of South Executive
Carolina School of Law, and her , ^espoi^jbilities. wiU j inclutie the
Bachelor of Arts degree at Erskine management of the agency's Human
Resources Division, which oversees
College in South Carolina.
Among
her
professiopal the screening and hiring of new
achievements, Ms. Pruitt is a Senior employees as well as the agency
Professional in Human Resources benefits package.

Beverly Pruitt

Experience African drums, dance and
song in a show the entire family will love.
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Wives Of Pro Athletes Join In
Awareness Of Holiday Fire Prevention

Charisse Strawberry, Pilar Sanders,
and Irene Pridgen

In awareness of Holiday Fire
Prevention and Safety, the wives of
Pro Athletes (WOPA) have joined
in with the National Fire Protection
Association and the Red Cross, to
help get the word out about basic
safety tips that can mean the
difference between life and death. It
is especially important for AfricanAmericans
who
are
disproportionately more affected by
home fires. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, African-Americans
make up less than ,13 percent of the
U.S. population, but make up more
than 13 percent of all fire deaths,
according to the USFA.

households to ensure year-round
safety at home.
The good news is thaf preventing
a home fire doesn’t require a lot of
expensive equipment or training.
Here are 5 safety tips to observe:
• Install smoke alarms and check
regularly to ensure that they are
functioning properly;
• Take precautions with electric
lights, particularly on the Christmas
tree. Never leave candles unattehded
ft extinguish them before leaving
the room;
• Never leave the stove
unattended and make sure that
combustible items like oven mitts,
hand towels and wooden spoons are
kept away from burners;
• Keep flame retardant materials
away from Christmas trees; and
• Develop and practice a home
fire escape plan so that children and
the elderly can escape quickly and
safely. To be safe, plan 2 escape
routes in case one becomes
impassable.

The Wives of Pro Athletes
founder, Irene Pridgen says,
“December marks the beginning of
the holiday season, which includes
Christmas, Hanukkah and New
Year’s Eve. It is our special time to
share in the celebrations with our
loved ones. It is unacceptable that
people lose their lives and are
injured in holiday fires. The Wives
of Pro Athletes felt compelled to
join in and reach out with a
different voice, different face in
hopes that all young mothers, the
elderly, the disabled, and the under
served may hear. We hope each and
every household’s ability to prevent
holiday fires improves with
persistent fire safety education.”
Wives of Pro Athletes are
future, present and past wives of
professional sports celebrities.
Their mission is to bring awareness
to the public on various issues to
help save lives.
Precautions, prevention and
preparedness are important for all

Bucs’ Barber Selected To
Pro Bowl For Fourth Time
the New York Giants running back,
who has said he plans to retire.
Barber, first among NFC
comerbacks in fan voting, is a four
time selection overall. Atlanta’s
DeAngelo Hall is other starting
NFC comerback.
“Any time the fans, players and
coaches recognize what you do
every Sunday, it'is very humbling
and a great honor,” Barber said. “I
am fortunate to be surrounded by a
Ronde Barber
great group of teammates and
coaches that allow me to do what I
By: FRED GOODALL
love at a high level.”
AP Sports Writer .■
One of those teammates,
TAMPA (AP) - Tampa Bay’s linebacker Derrick Brooks, was not
worst start in more than a decade picked for the first time in 10
won’t keep the Buccaneers from seasons.
Brooks is a first alternate,
being represented in the Pro Bowl.
Comerback, Ronde Barber was though, and could extend his teamselected to play in the annual record stretch of nine consecutive
season-ending All-Star game for selections if Chicago’s Lance Briggs,
the third straight year Tuesday. He Seattle’s Julian Peterson or Dallas’
will join twin brother, Tiki, for what DeMarcus Ware can’t make the trip
couid be a farewell appearance for to Hawaii in February.

Fourth-year pro , Torrie Cox is a
first alternate for the NFC special
teamer’s spot, and six-time Pro
Bowler, Mike Alstott is a third
alternate at fullback.
It’s the 11th straight season the
Bucs will be represented in the Pro
Bowl. The last time the team had
only one selection was 1996, when
Hardy
Nickerson
was
the
representative. Brooks began his
string of nine straight trips in 1997.
Even though the Bucs (311) have their worst record through
14 games since 1991, Barber
helped his cause by returning two
interceptions for touchdowns to key
a 23-21 victory over Philadelphia
on Oct. 22.
The lOth-year pro has a team
leading three interceptions and until
last Sunday’s loss at Chicago was
tied for second on the club with two
TDs. His four tackles against the
Bears put him over 100 for the
fourth straight season.

Betty Castor Returns To USF As
Head Of Think Tank
Tampa (AP) - Former University
of South Florida president and state
education commissioner, Betty Castor
is headed back to the university to
lead an initiative aimed at finding
and fixing worldwide problems.
As the executive director of the
new Kiran C. Patel Center for Global
Solutions, Castor will assemble an
internationally known crew of
advisers to aid the center, oversee
its construction and raise money for
its endowment. Her annual salary
will be $197,000.
Betty Castor

Arndreeta L. Harris Joins
Tampa Bay History Center
TAMPA - The Tampa Bay
History Center is pleased to announce
the recent hiring of Arndreeta L.
Harris as the organization’s Associate
Director of Development. In her
new role, Harris will be responsible
for the History Center’s membership
strategies, coordination of special
events and participation in fundraising
activities.
For the past 15 years, Harris
developed and delivered training
programs to Fortune 500 companies
in the U.S., Canada and the Caribbean;
first, as President and CEO of Harris
Communications Inc., and then as
Director of Education and Training
for First Advantage Corporation, a
risk management and employment
background verifications company
headquartered in St. Petersburg.
Harris’ previous accomplishments
include being a 1994 recipient of
the “Women of Distinction” Award
by the Girl Scouts of the Suncoast
Council that recognizes local
women who have achieved success*
in their chosen field, contributed to
the community, and served as role
models for girls; featured in the
April 1995 issue of The Maddux
Business Report; former member of
the Adjunct Faculty of the University
of South Florida,, Continuing
Education; former member, Board

Look no further. St; Petersbwtg College hojtisf
By: MITCH STACY
Associated Press Writer

The choice is yours.

Enroll
now.
Classes stan

lan. 8
online or on campus.

www.spcollege.edu

no limits.

(727)341-4772

of Fellows of the University of Tampa;
former member, Gala Committee of
the Museum of Science & Industry;
former Board Member, “The Fund
for Community Investment” (to
benefit the Tampa Sports Stadium
and other Tampa Bay nonprofit
organizations); former Board
Member/Vice Chair Tampa
Crossroads; consultant to the
National Football League Super
Bowl XXXV Task Force to
organize and coordinate a Minority
Business Vendor reception and
workshop; has served as a workshop
lecturer for the Florida Small
Business Development Center and
as a facilitator for The Corporate
Training Center (TCTC) at
Hillsborough Community College.
Currently, Harris is a Board
Member of Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corporation
(TBBIC) and Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Fund (TBBEF);
Vice-Chair of Education for the
Crumley Family Foundation£Chair
of the A. Leon Lowry / Cora L.
Sutton Scholarship Fund; member,
West Tampa Cultural Arts Council;
was recently appointed by City of
Tampa Mayor, Pam Iorio to the
Perry Harvey, Jr. Park Community
Task Team; and is a Florida
Supreme Court Certified Mediator.

“Arndreeta’s focus on strategic
development combined with her
extensive community involvement
in the Tampa region make her an
invaluable asset to our organization,”
noted C J. Roberts, president & CEO
of the Tampa Bay History Center.
A fourth generation Floridian
and Tampan, Harris’ family roots
are in politics and education,
stretching back to her great-greatgrandfather. Her great-grandmother,
Christina A. Meacham,'the first
African-American principal in
Tampa for which Meacham School
was named, and her Grandmother,
Lilia B. Walker, also a teacher, were
both at Harlem Academy/Harlem
School (first school built in Tampa,
1870). Her grandfather was one of
the first African-American U.S.
Postal mail carriers in Tampa and
was involved in literary clubs and
wrote a column for the first
African-American newspaper in
Tampa, the Tampa Bulletin. Her
extended family includes Robert
Saunders (and family), a noted
Civil Rights leader and field
secretary for Florida NAACP. A
resident of Thonotosassa, Fla.,
Harris is married to William Harris
and they have an adult son, William
J. Harris.

Tampa Bay Kids Piece Together
Their Ideas Of Peace On Earth
LThoto courtesy of Florida Holocaust Museum?

what you need:

Castor, 65, was the state
education commissioner from 1986
to 1993 and president of USF from
1994 to 1999. While she was at the
university, 14 degree programs
were created. She also oversaw the
building of USF’s reputation for
research among its peers and the
development of a football team,
'She left USF to lead the National
Board for Professional Teaching
Standards,, which certifies master
teachers. She lost a U.S. Senate bid
to Mel Martinez in 2004.

ST. PETERSBURG (AP) To
some kids, the concept of peace on
earth is as simple as rainbows,
butterflies ahd their affinity for
puppies and SpongeBob SquarePants.
To others, peace means racial
diversity and people respecting
each other, and is best expressed
through the writings of John
Lennon and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Peace, you could say,' is in the
eye of the beholder.
But all the expressions, those of
hundreds of children in the Tampa
Bay area, fit together like pieces of
a puzzle - literally - in a third-floor
gallery at the Florida Holocaust
Museum.
“Pieces for Peace” began life a
few months ago as a community
outreach program by the museum.
Ten-inch puzzle pieces were handed
out to) area schools and a Boys and

Girls Club. More than 500 kids got
involved, adorning the pieces to
express what peace meant to them.
The sections were returned to
the museum and assembled into 15
4-by-6-foot panels, some a disarrayed
collage of colors and individual
expressions, and others forming
beautiful, single-theme murals.
There are doves, peace signs,
flowers, animals, sunsets, anti
smoking messages and warnings
about global warming. One artist
opined that the world would be a
better place if girls were allowed to
play tackle football.
“Apparently, what might be a
puzzling question to adults is not so
puzzling to kids,” said Shelly
Mizrahi, the museum’s marketing
director who got the project off the
ground.
Alex Isbitts, 8, said she was
having a fight with her friends at
the Pinellas County Jewish Day
School when she got her puzzle
piece. So she drew two people
holding hands and wrote, “Let’s be
friends.”
Teacher Cindy Williams’ sixthgrade art class qt Shorecrest
Preparatory School was studying
the works of artist-activist j Keith
Haring when the children got their

pieces. So they collaborated on a
striking tnural based on Haring’s
simple, brightly colored characters
and expressions.
“I learned that everybody has
great ideas about What peace means
to them,’! said Samantha Moench,
who worked on the mural in
Williams’ class. “And you can blend
so many ideas together and all have
sort of the same picture”
Williams said, the project
energized her kids .
“Theyleamed that art really can
make a difference, that their feelings
can be shown,” she said.
Mizrahi said “Pieces for Peace”
- which runs through the end of the
month before it moves to the Tampa
International Airport - was an ideal
exhibit for the Florida Holocaust
Museum, which,honors the millions
of Jewish people who suffered
during World War II.
“Our goal is to teach children
and adults about how to be more
tolerant, how to embrace diversity
and how to ultimately create a more
peaceful world,” Mizrahi said.
“This is the work of our children,
straight from their hearts and their
minds and their thoughts, and I
think it’s very relevant here in this
museum.”

The Tampa Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is offering numerous

St Petersburg College

scholarships to African-American FEMALE seniors in Tampa Bay. The student must have a
3.5 GPA and must plan to attend college in the Fall '07 semester. More than $25,000 in

Excellence in education since 1927.

scholarships will be awarded in May, '07. Applications are due by January 12th and can be
obtained at www.deltasigmathetatampa.org. APPLY NOW!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 29, Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa
presents three-time Emmy Award winner Brad Garrett performing
live for two shows in the Ballroom. The first show is at 7 p.m. and
the second show is at 10 p.m. Garrett is best known for playing

Stayweil/Healthease representatives will discuss health care
options and answer questions about recent changes to
Medicaid for individuals and families who qualify through the

Ray Romano’s big brother, Robert, on the CBS hit series “Everybody
Loves Raymond." Tickets can be purchased at the Seminole Hard

will be held on Jan. 16; from 2-5 p.m. at the East Clearwater Library,
2251 Drew St. For more information, call (727) 669-1280.

M.O.V.E. Needs You. Motivated On Vision And Empowerment
Council, Inc. - Parents meet monthly on the 1st Monday - 6:30

p.m. @ the Enoch Davis Center, 12th Street and 18th Ave. S. All are
welcomed and encouraged to participate. For more information

Department of Children and Families, State of Florida. The program

contact Elder Rainey at (727) 866-2589.

CASA Needs Volunteers. CASA (Community Action Stops
Abuse) advocates for survivors of domestic violence and their

Rock Retail Store Or through any Ticketmaster outlets, by phone at
813-287-8844 or 727-898-2100, and online at www.ticketmaster.com.
For more information call 813-627-7764.

Through Dec’ 31, Christmas Cabaret will be playing at the
Jaeb Theatre at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center. This
annual holiday sdlute recalls the story of how the yuletide season

Join us for Gulfport’s Traditional First Friday and Third
Saturday Art Walks from 6:00-10:00 p.m. on Beach Blvd. Shop, dine,
relax and enjoy new friends in our eclectic waterfront community.

children. Volunteers (age 16 and up) are needed in the thrift store,
shelter, legal and children’s programs. Volunteer orientation is held

Artisans and Crafters will be displaying their unique talents along Beach
Blvd. and live entertainment can be heard throughout the waterfront

the second Thursday of every month 6-7:30 p.m. Please register
at aharcar@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 ext. 107

district. Shops are opened late! For more information call Rick at (727)
328-1917, or e-majl Suzie at GulfportEvents@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed at the Free Clinic. The St. Petersburg Free
Clinic holds a volunteer orientation every 2nd Tuesday of the month at

call 813-229-7827 or visit TBPAC.ORG for more information.

NCNW Teen Abstinence Education facilitated by More2Life, a
division of the Pregnancy Center of Pinellas County is offering an 8

Lights of Pinellas. Looking for a great way to celebrate the holidays?
For the second year, Pinellas County is listing city and county holiday

Week Program held on Thursdays: 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at

10:00 a.m. and again on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:30 p.m.
Current volunteer openings include: Special Event Volunteers, Food
Packers for We Help Services, Intake workers for Beacon House and

began and how the celebration has evolved over the years. Please

events and displays taking place through New Years’ Day on its Web

the Health Center, and Receptionists for the administrative office.

Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenue S.For enrollment
or additional information Contact Signora Farris at 727-327-3154.

Volunteer ppportunities are also available in the Free Clinic Food Bank

site. From the southern tip of St. Pete Beach to the northern reaches
of Tarpon Springs, there’s bound to be an event close to your home.

The St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP hosts its Annual

Whether you want to join in the merry festivities, enjoy a lighted boat
parade, or just take in the magical lights of a holiday display, there’s

Emancipation Proclamation Ceremony Service and Installation
of Officers on Monday, January 1, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. at Mt Zion

an event for you. Visit www.pinellascounty.org/LightsofPinellas

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, 955-20th Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL. Contact Elder Martin Rainey, Chairman (727) 420-

for all the details.

and the Free Clinic Women’s Residence. For more information about
volunteer opportunities or to attend the orientation, call Rebecca
Russell-Gootee at (727) 861-1200, ext. 114.

Science Center needs Volunteers for many activities.including
greeting incoming school buses, working in the Science Center store,
aiding staff in the front office and helping out during the numerous events
held each year. Come spend your free time in a fun atmosphere with
a group of people dedicated to science education for the entire
community! Tor more information contact Hilary Knapper, Monday

1326 for more inforrnation. Email: mrainey390@aol.com.

Saturday, January 6, 2007 - St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. will ring in the New Year with
an evening of “Just Jazz.” This event will feature “TFOXX” and will
be held 7-11 p.m. at The Hospice of the Florida Suncoast, 3150 First
Avenue South in St. Petersburg. Proceeds to benefit scholarships,
chapter community service programs and activities. For ticket
information please call (727) 692-4060.
Pinellas County Health Department is offering FREE FLU

SHOTS to those unable to pay the $25 cost. The free flu shots will
be available until the health department’s vaccine supply runs
out. Flu Shots are available at any of the health department’s five
health centers. Call the center nearest you first to ensure supply.

Girl Scout Mentors Needed. St. Petersburg - The Girl Scouts
of Suncoast Council needs volunteers with business skills who
would be willing to share those skills with girls during the annual

through Friday at (727) 384-0027, extension 223. To learn more
' about the Science Center, visit www.sciencecenterofpinellas.com.

Cookie Sale Program. Girls in our Innovative Delivery programs are
in non-traditional troops. They are served by Girl Scout staff when
adult volunteers are not available. They need caring adults who are
willing to work with them short-term as they learn about teamwork,

Adults Mentoring Children Program Seeks Volunteers. Gulf
Coast Community Care needs volunteers 30 years and older.

goal-setting, and money management.

Volunteers are matched with children from single parent homes who
need adult companionship. There is a special need for volunteers for

Heart” when you share your wisdom and life skills with a parent!

children ages 10 to 14. No experience is necessary. There are no
costs. There are 60 children throughout Pinellas County Waiting for

Volunteer as a mentor for successful parenting.. For further

mentors! For more information contact Nancy at (727) 479-1813 or

information contact: Kerri Aaronson, Coordinator - Parent Aide

Beverly at (727) 479-1841.

Make a difference in the life of a parent. Enjoy feeling a “Happy

Program (727) 544-3900 x168.

THE

Remember! Celebrate! Act!

PALLADIUM
indeci iber

A Day On, Not A Day Off!!! ft
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
and
Mr. Jeff Lyash, President/CEO

►

Progress Energy, Florida

& Progress Energy

Die Fledermaus

Honorary Chair

Friday, December 29,7:30 pm, $ 10—$50
Saturday, December 30,7:30 pm, $10-$50

People. Performance. Excellence.
Invite You to Attend

21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership
Breakfast
Date*.

►

Monday, January 15, 2007

Place:

Friday, January 5,7:30 pm
Saturday, January 6,7:30 pm
Sunday, January 7,2:30 pm MATINEE
Friday, January 12,7:30 pm
Saturday, January 13,7:30 pm
Sunday, January 14,2:30 pm MATINEE
Tickets $18

St. Petersburg Coliseum

535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Speaker: Robert Smith, Jr., M. Div, Ph. I).
Associate Professor, Beeson Divinity School,
On the Campus of Samford University
Birmingham, Alabama

Co-Sponsored by City of St. Petersburs
Dr. Robert Smith, Jr.

Tickets:

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

$25.00 per person

upcoming in January
Hair, The American Tribal
Love/Rock Musical

(Sponsorship Opportunities are available,
For additional information contact Mary H. Clowers, Chair,

the Composers
► Meet
Encore Series Fundraiser
Thursday, January 11,7:30 pm
$50 Donation to the Palladium

at 727-896-6556 or visit our website at www.ncnwstpetersburg.org

Ticket Locations:
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
Lou Brown Realty, 2900 18th Avenue South

i

NCNW Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenne South

Box Office 727.8223590 www.mypalladiu
mediasponsor

TFinieC
vS'tll

253 Fifth Avenue North St. Petersburg, FL 33:
20070l-YWPlANSPONSORSGus&Ff3ncesStavT05,HoughFamilyFound3tion,Mark&M.
Progress Energy, RBC Dain Rauscher, Sembler Company, Synovus Bank,Ted, Data

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd Street Nortl
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STATE NEWS
Don King Begins Christmas Giving
Tour In South Florida
signature hairdo, King smiled as he
greeted those receiving the turkeys.
“This is something I’ve been doing
a long time. Having faith and
believing in God, you have to give
back to. your community. It’s an
honor to be in South Florida this
year,” King said.
Don King hands out turkeys
Mount Olive Senior Pastor, Dr.
By; STARLA VAUGHNS CHERIN Mack King Carter gave the job of
organizing and promoting the event
A conference call between to Assistant Minister, Bishop James
WTPS 1080AM radio host, James Adams. “Mr. King said he’d heard
“T” Thomas, national activist Al about the work we dp in the
Sharpton and Don1 King resulted in community and thought this would
more than 700 Christmas turkeys be a good place to start his South
being given to local families in Fort Florida tour. It was a great idea and
Lauderdale.
a perfect addition to the ongoing
Thomas has done promotions giving at Mount Olive. 1 thought it
with King before, so when Sharpton1 was a powerful statement that Mr.'
called with King on the phone, King not only wanted to give but was
Thomas suggested New Mount Olive present, too,” said Bishop Adams.
Baptist Church as one -of the five
Dr. Carter agreed. “The passing
locations King visit in South Florida. out of turkeys is an extension of
' “South Florida has shown me a what Mount Olive does on a
lot of love these many years, that is consistent basis . through our
why I love joining in and networking congregation and through MODCO,
to get things done. When we show run by Dr. Rosalind Osgood. We
love for one another we benefit and believe that Christianity must first
other people see it. We wanted to focus on Christ and then on people.
show people in the community that When Our vertical focus is connected
there are people who care. It was to our hunian focus, then we know
beautiful,” Thomas said.
that Jesus is pleased with what we
King has been giving Christmas are doing,” he said.
turkeys for 45 years and willgive
Some viewed King’s visit as
4,000 turkeys in South Florida this political but Carter says regardless,
year. The tour will continue to “We appreciate Don King coming
New York, New Jersey and his into the neighborhood. This has
hometown Cleveland, Ohio.
nothing to do with partisan politics,
Carrying his ever-present Democratic or Republican Sometimes
American flag and sporting his Mr. King votes Republican and

waves the flag but this is a time of
sharing with people and trying to
make a small impact,” he said.
Carter and the 7,000 members
of Mount Olive have expanded the
church’s mission outside its walls to
include the Mount Olive Development
Corporation with projects that range
from one bedroom adult living
facilities and County-wide housing
for HIV positive adults and their
families, as well as building
affordable housing for first time
homeowners. “On a larger measure,
we hope to move people from a
point of needing, turkeys to One of
having good jobs and training
programs. We cannot rest on our
laurels.”
Other South Florida stops
included the Focal Point Senior
Center in Deerfield Beach, the
Community Childcare Center at
Village Academy Palm Beach, West
Palm Beach Jai-Alai, and Lumily’s
Mission for Haiti in Miami.
For King, the action of giving is
enough. “Each year it has been just
as overwhelming and so moving.
Some of the things people say and
to see how good they feel makes us
stop and think, this is something
that is greatly appreciated and
greatly needed,” King said.
“God loves us so much that he
gave,” said Thomas. “He gave his
only begotten son. Christmas is about
the birth. If we could be more like
Jesus in our giving, sharing and
caring for one another, we would
really have the essence of Christmas.”

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
* The best gospel music in Tampa bay that Will lift your spirits. Tune ip daily from

Merck To Develop Personalized
i Cancer Treatments

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
and Research Institute

By: PHJLDAV
Associated Preys Writer

TAMPA (AP) - Pharmaceutical
giant Merck fe Co. will partner
with a Tampa Bay cancer center
to develop personalized cancer
treatments usiig a patient’s genetic
profile, Gov. jeb Bush announced
Monday.
Merck and the H. Lee Moffitt
Cancer Center & Research Institute
will form a for-profit company
called M2Gen on land donated
by Hillsbordiigh County near the
Institute’s, University of South
Florida facility.
« “We’re khown as a place to visit,

but we’re, also now known as an
exciting place where the intersection
of entrepreneurship and discovery
is taking place more often, than not,”
Bush said Monday. “We are so excited
to have a company the caliber of
Merck working in conjunction with
a world-class cancer research center
right here in the Tampa Bay area.
Mari, I don’t know if you can think df
a better Christmas present than that.”
Moffitt CEO William Dalton
said the partnership will create about
170 high-paying research jobs.
Researchers plan to compile a
database of tumor tissue and other
medical information to determine why
some patients respond to a treatment
and others do not. The database could
grow to more than 30,000 patients
within five years, Dalton said.
- The information will enable
researchers tp identify unique
biological markers that doctors could
use to suggest the most effective
cancer treatment based on the
genetic makeup of a patient’s tumor.
“Rather than just blind treatment

where everybody gets the same thing;
each individual will have tailormade therapies on their unique
profile,” Dalton said. “I’m not talking
decades. I’m talking a few years.”
State and local governments
contributed more than . $35 million
to get the collaboration started.
Merck declined to specify the
amount the company is investing in
the partnership.
. Moffitt spokeswoman, Michelle
Foley said the venture is part of a
$20 million research program. The
institute will contribute $1 million
annually to the venture for five
years. Moffitt, a nonprofit based at
the University of South Florida, is
Florida’s only comprehensive cancer
research center.
Merck is among the world’s
largest drug companies and had $22
billion in annual sales last year.
The company, based in Whitehouse
Station, N.J., this year released the
first licensed cancer vaccine,
Gardasil, which protects against
cervical cancer.

George Fraser, Author
Recommends Six Plays for 2007
By: rose Feeder
"We are the beacon of hope to
every single person of African
descent, ” iaid George Fraser.

Miami| FL - On Dec. 9, Global
Diversity (Group and WTPS AM
Radio News talk 1080 sponsored
the fifth annual Tour for Success
featuring George Fraser; successful
author of Success Runs in Our Race,
at the Hyait Regency Hotel/University
of Miami in downtown Miami.
Fraser, kjown for his candidness
in spearing, kicked off his
presentation the way he always
does, acknowledging he is Black
since hejcould easily be mistaken
for a “white man.”
Frasef said, “We need to redefine
leadership in Black America. We
need to be awake, alert and
dissatisfied with our circumstances.
We as Black Americans have come
a long way but we have more work
to do.. ft and disclosed ihat we may
not close the gap in our lifetime.
Fraspr quoted Cornell West,
professor of African American studies
and philosophy of religion at Harvard
University, as saying, “You can not
lead ouir people if you do not love
them aid. you can not save our
people jf you do not serve them.”

Fraser warned that for the 21st things are equal, Fraser recommended
Century, Black folks need to choosing the Black business;
3. Stop supporting those who do
become owners and savers as
opposed to consumers and renters. not support us!! Goal of 25 percent
“Our greatest deficiency is our decrease of businesses that do not
inability to write a check, a statement support our communities; hire people
made in context with an example of who look like us or advertise with
a white alumnus having written a Black-owned media.
check/ for $100+ million for his
. 4. After tithing (must support our
school’s football team. Those who Black churches,) save or invest 12
have the money rule... simple! percent of annual income. (Suggestion
Powerful people are producing ways to live below your means.)
people; we cannot exercise effective Two percent should be invested in
power without simultaneously personal growth, books, tapes,
seminars, etc. ,
effecting economic power.’’’
Fraser said the greatest enemy
5. Declare yourself politically
of potential is success! Why is that? independent and write a check.
“Because you need to build success, Support those acting in your best
not rest on it. We wallow in our interest and that of the Black
success. We have not scratched the community.
6. Save a child other than your
surface of what we are capable of.”
Fraser stated we must stop blaming ,own, preferably a “Black boy.” We
white people for 98 percent of our must save our kids. There are not
problems when we continue to give enough people accepting responsibility
them 100 percent of our money. of another child.
What people do for themselves
The strength is not in the wolf, it is
depends upon what they think of
in the pack.
Below are the six plays Fraser themselves. God can use each of us
in spite of our flaws. For more
recommended for 2007:
1. Double your stream of information on George Fraser, check
out his website at www.frasemet.com
income within the next 12 months;
2. Implement a 5Q percent or to get his weekly newsletter
increase in your business relationships Powernetworking Minute, e-mail
with Black people. Caveat: Provided jarmell@frasemet.com
there is a level playing field and all

6 a.m. - 1 p.m.
’ Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
' Party, blues & oldies as We Walk you back doWn memory lane listening to your
favorite music. 7 p.m -■ 10 p.m.
•The Bedtime mix With Intimate sessions is music that is nice, sloW and easy.
10 p.m. - 12 p.m.
’ The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every. Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-i 600
Office (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060

1st Avenue North

ST. PETERSBURG, FL337I3

New House Speaker May Not Seat
Certified Winner in Disputed Race
Sriasota (AP) - Incoming House
Speakfer, Nancy Pelosi is considering
not. siting the certified Republican
winner of a contested congressional
electipn when Congress reconvenes
next Snonth, her spokesman said.
Drew Hammill, a spokesman for
Pelosi, said the congresswoman has
not jet decided what to do about the
contested District 13 race where
Republican, Vem Buchanan was
certified the winner by the state by
a margin of 369 votes over
Deriocrat, Christine Jennings:
fThe bottom line here is that
notling’s off the table,” Hammill said.
The
House
is
currently
investigating,- and Jennings has
pressed on with a lawsuit against
theji manufacturer of the touch
screen voting machines that she
insists malfunctioned during the

election.
The machines showed that over
18,000 ballots were cast in Sarasota
County without a choice in the
congressional race - art “undervote”
rate 10 percent higher than in
surrounding counties in the district.
Jennings has sued , machine
manufacturer, Election Systems &
Software Inc. to gain access to
machine programming source
codes to determine whether they
malfunctioned. A state audit of the
machines has not produced
evidence they malfunctioned.
Buchanan, who has repeatedly
called on Jennings to concede, will
be in Washington next month.
“Historical precedent is that
when there’s a contested race the
certified winner be seated” said
Buchanan spokeswoman, Sally

Tibbetts. “Therefore, we fully expect
Vem Buchanan to be seated on Jan. 4.”
But Pelosi’s spokesman said
calls for seating the certified victor
represent a Republican interpretation,
not an ironclad rule.
In 1984, for example, a
Democrat-controlled House refused'
tq seat Indiana Republican, Richard
McIntyre, the certified winner by
418 votes after a state-ordered
recount.
“At most, (Buchanan) should
be seated provisionally,” said U.S.
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz,
D-Pembroke Pines and one of
Jennings’ closest allies. “In my
mind, I can’t really justify leaving
the constituents of the 13th District
without representation”; during the
review.
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NATIONAL NEWS
j Mayor Bowser Of NJ Elected
President Of National Conference
Of Black Mayors, Inc.

Mayor Robert Bowser

’AST ORANGE. NJ (NNPA) Mapr Robert Bowser of East
Orajge, NJ was elected President of
the National Conference .of Black
Maprs, Inc. (NCBM) in Memphis,
Tentsssee at the organization’s
32ncannual convention held April
£6-3,2006. Mayor Bowser, who is
the Organizations 17th President,
will ead the, organization over the

next year. Mayor Bowser stated, “I
am excited about my selection as
President and the opportunity to
lead this organization and our mayors
around the country into a higher
level of service to this country.”
Mayor Bowser, City of East
Orange 12th Mayor is the first
African American in the history of
the City to have been elected to
serve a third term. He was initially
elected in 1998 and then re-elected
in 2002 and 2006.
As President, Mayor Bowser
willset the National Conference of
Black Mayors, Inc, agenda, appoint
committee and > task force chairs,
and serve
as < the national
spokesperson for the organization.
During his inaugural, address

outlining, his vision for the next
year, Bowser stressed that NCBM
must help with the development, of
our nation’s youth, strengthen
public/private partnerships: and
continue to enhance the executive
management capacity of its member
mayors. “Our member mayors
collectively represent over 30
million people across the country
and helping to empower them to
empower their citizens will in turn
help to change the world,” he said.
The mayors also elected Mayor
George, Grace, St. Gabriel, LA, 1st
Vice President; Mayor James
Perkins, Selma, AL, 2nd Vice
President; and Mayor Heather
Hudson, Greenville, MS, 3rd Vice
President.

J Fight Continues For Right To
Return To New Orleans
housing units in New Orleans be
reopened immediately; that there be
no demolition of any of the public
bItON ROUGE, LA (NNPA) housing units in New Orleans; that
TravemgjfrOm different parts of the rent-gouging cease and decent
country hiembers of the People’s affordable housing be made
Hurriane Relief Fund (PHRF), available; and that funds for the
residents of New Orleans and total replacement of privately
comminity activists, gathered here owned homes be made available.
The Road Home program has
at the State Capitol to demand that
Louisiaa Governor Kathleen Blanco already received more than $10
overhajl - the Road Home program billion from the federal government
and cfate a more democratically for the hurricane recovery effort.
elected body; than the Louisiana Nearly 79,000 families have
Recovey Authority to oversee the applied for money through the
Road Home Program. However,
recover/ process.
Chats of, “Open the gate, don’t nearly 14 months after hurricanes
discrinmate ...we demand that you Katrina and Rita, only 28 families
compeBate” and “We are here to have actually received recovery
collect jn a promise made” rang out funds.
“After Katrina, Black people in
during ie midday march. Marchers
also pbtested the attempts to New Orleans began to speak about
demolih 5,100 units of public how there was a conspiracy to
housingand waive aspects of the prevent Blacks from returning to
HUD* Bock Grant Program that the city. Government officials and
provide protections to low-income others said that people were
overreacting. How can you expect
renters.
The Road Home program is our people to believe that there isn’t
designdi to help residents of an effort to keep them out, when the
■ Louisian affected by hurricanes vast majority of the people who
Katrina >r Rita get back into their were displaced were poor, Black
homes s quickly and fairly as and renters.
Yet, the Road Home Program has
possible It is . the largest single,
housingj’ecovery program in U.S. no compensation plan to directly
history, line of the leading criticisms accommodate ' renters at all,”*
against’qe plan is its slowness to stressed Nation of Islam New
put actul funds in the hands of Orleans Minister, Willie Muhammad
in his remarks to rally participants. ,
those aftcted by the hurricanes.
“Every time you had the
“Wes wanted to press upbn
Governc Blanco and the’LRA that opportunity to quell their fears, you
the peole who deserve to receive have instead proven them to be true.”
Road Hbme officials say that
those ftids should receive it,”
the way the plan helps renters is by
MalcomSuber said.
As jresident of the PHRF, he giving money to landlords who agree
was thejead organizer of the rally. to keep rents as they were pre“We waited to make knoy/n the Katrina. Some would say otherwise.
Protester, Jejuana Variste was
slowness of the state in releasing
the monk to those in need and also quoted as saying, “The rally Is a
to make,;nown that the Road Home battlefield in a war to secure more
Program doesn’t truly provide a money for renters. Before Hurricane
Katrina, 1 paid $325 a month for a
road hore for everyone!”
The People’s Hurricane Relief two-bedroom home in Uptown
Fund hasbeen mobilizing supporters New Orleans and worked as a
in New Weans and cities across the housekeeper at Memorial -Medical
country ifparticipate in the campaign Center. The storm swept away my
against tov. Blanco and the LRA. home and job. My landlord is living
The Peoje’s Hurricane Relief Fund in her repaired home.” ft
Variste is living in Houston
demands are: That the LRA be
disbandd and a representative with her 3-month-old son. She wants
institutid or body is created ,to to come home, but can’t find a job
oversee ad govern the recovery and that would pay the ■rent. She said
recon strulti on process; that renters rent would range between $700 and
are comjensated for their losses $1,100 a month. “We want help,”
and be dovided with resources tb she insisted. “Everyone’s saying
aid with loving costs, deposits and they’re helping, but they’re not.”
Hurricane Katrina survivors
rent assisance; that all of the public
By: ESSE MUHAMMAD

Speci&o the NNPA from Final Call

and others have repeatedly called
the Road Home Program a fraud
and an attempt for developers to
permanently displace the working
class and poor of New Orleans.
They argue that the current
Louisiana Recovery Authority grant
policy prevents those with modest
means from rebuilding because the
maximum grant of $150,000 is
based on the pre-Katrina value df
one’s home-r .minus.,insurance
proceeds, FEMA grants, penalties
for not having flood insurance and
penalties for moving out of the state
if the homeowner sells her/his
property. As a result, homeowners
are left ' without sufficient funds to
rebuild.
“Governor Kathleen Blanco has
hijacked over $10 bjllion from the
federal government,” charged Viola;
Washington of the Welfare Rights
Organization. “Congress appropriated
this money to assist displaced people
and to reconstruct New Orleans and
other areas damaged by hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.”
Two Louisiana Democratic
legislatures, Senator Ann Duplessis
and Representative Cedric Richmond,
attended the rally.
Sen. Duplessis invited protesters
to take out their frustration on her.
“Throw your rocks right now because
I’ve got tough skin,” she fold them.
Sen. Duplessis, who is part of Gov.
Blanco’s legislative leadership,
promised to share the rally’s rent
message with the governor.
Rally organizers feel thei message
was received clearly by state officials
due to the fact that the LRA held a
press conference immediately after
the rally to announce their intentions
of meeting with representatives of
the PHRF, while simultaneously
correcting false reports that the
LRA had previously met with the
group prior to the march on the
state capitol.
The PHRF, and other organizations
fighting on the behalf of the poor
and displaced, plan to be there in
full force to demonstrate their
dissatisfaction with the slow pace
of the entire recovery process.
/ “We are expecting a massive
show of support from the tri-state
area to Show up in Baton Rouge for
the opening session to express first,
our unity and then, our demand for
respect and justice,” stated Walter
Umrani Muhammad, the New Orleans
spokesperson for the Millions More
Movement.

Rice Calls Iraq
“Worth The Investment”

U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice

By: ANNE GEAR AN
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON
(AP)
Secretary of State, Condoleezza
x Rice says Iraq is “worth the
investment” in American lives and
dollars and said the United States
can still win a conflict that has been
more difficult than she expected. In
an Associated Press interview
Thursday at the State Department,
the nation’s highest-ranking black
government official also said
election of a black president no
longer would be impossible in the
United States.
Rice was asked whether an
additional $100 billion the Defense
Department wants for the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars might amount to
throwing good money after bad in
Iraq. President George W. Bush and
Congress already have provided
more than $500 billion for the two
conflicts and worldwide efforts
against terrorists, including more
than $350 billion for Iraq alone.
“I don’t think it’s a matter of
money,” Rice said. “Along the way
there have been plenty of markers
that show that this is a country that
is worth the investment, because
once it emerges as a’country that is
a stabilizing factor, you will have a
very different kind of Middle East.”
The top U.S. diplomat made the
remarks (as Bush faces mounting
pressure from the- public and

members of Congress to find a
fresh course in the long-running
war. More than 31/2 years after the
U.S. invasion that deposed Iraqi .
President Saddam Hussein, the
conflict shows no sign of nearing an
end and has cost the lives of more
than 2,950 American troops and
tehs of thousands of Iraqis .
Bush conceded this week for
the first time that the United States
is not winning the conflict,
although he said it also is not
losing.
“I know from the point of view
of not just the monetary cost but the
sacrifice of American lives, a lot
has been sacrificed for Iraq, a lot
has been invested in Iraq,” Rice
said.
Bush, would not ask for
continued sacrifice and spending
“if he didn’t believe, and in fact I
believe as well, that we can in fact
succeed,” Rice said.
Rice said the Bush administration
should be remembered for far more
than the Iraq war. She ticked off
foreign policy commitments and
accomplishments that includeincreased billions to fight AIDS and
malaria in Africa and a peace deal
that ended two decades of NorthSouth warfare in Sudan.
Rice has repeatedly said she will
not run for president, despite high
popularity ratihgs and measurable
support in opinion polls . Rice would
not say whether she would like to
see her predecessor, Colin Powell,
become a candidate. Powell is a
fellow black Republican.
“I’m not going to give Colin
any advice, and he’s not gding to
give me any advice on this one,”
Rice said.
Democratic Sen. Barack Obama
is the most prominent black politician
to emerge as a potential candidate
for the 2008 presidential race. Rice
was asked whether, watching
Qbama’s rise, she thinks Americans
are willing to put a black in the

White House.
“Yes, I think a blaek person can
be elected president,” Rice said.
She said the first successful
black candidate Will be “judged by
all the things that Americans
ultimately end up making their
decision on: Do I agree with this
person? Do I share this person’s
basic values? Am I comfortable that
this person is going to make
decisions, when I’m not in the
room, that are very consequential?”
At the same time, she said, “We
should not be naive. Race is still an
issue in America. When a person
walks into a room, race is evident.
It’s something that I think is going
to be with us for a very, very long
time?’
Rice said she has no reason to
believe North Korea is serious about
dismantling ’its nuclear weapons.
“That’s what we’re testing” in
disarmament talks this week that a
Japanese envoy described as
deadlocked.
“They’ve
signed
on
to
denuclearization” in an .agreement
last year that was never implemented,
she said. “We’ll see whether or not
they follow through,” Rice said.
A watered-down U.N. sanctions
resolution against Iran would have
more than symbolic value, Rice said.
But she said she has no assurances,
that Russia will vote for the resolution
this week despite long efforts to
satisfy Moscow’s’ misgivings about
sanctions.
“The Russians say that they
want to prevent the Iranians from
perfecting technologies that could
lead to a nuclear weapon,” Rice
said. “I take them at their word, and
that’s why I think ... they will
reflect that in their support for a
resolution.”
She said she is confident all
members of the United Nations
members will enforce the sanctions
once passed, no matter how they
voted on the resolution.

Magic Johnson Campaigns To
Stop HIV/AIDS in Black
Communities
over five years.
“I have, seen the numbers of
HIV infections continue to rise in
the minority community and how is
thetime to take action in helping to
lower those numbers ,” Johnson, 47,
said in a news release.
The program “encourages
African-American^ of all ages to
stand with me and fight HIV/AIDS
by getting tested, getting test results
and encouraging at least four
friends or family members to do the
Magic Johnson
same,” Johnson said.
Abbott developed the first
By: SOLVEJ SCHOU
licensed test to detect HTV antibodies
in the blood and is investing $100
Associated Press Writer
million in’ developing countries to
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Fifteen advance HIV testing, treatment and
years after disclosing he was support services, according to the
,
HIV-positive, wide-smiling former, press release.
basketball star, Earvin “Magic”
“HIV is now having a
Johnson marked World AIDS day disproportionate effect on the
Friday by unveiling a campaign to African-American community,
end the disease within the black which accounts for more than half
commqiijty.
of all new HIV infections,” said
“I Stand with Magic : Campaign Abbott CEO, Miles D. White.
to End Black AIDS” is a joint “Getting people tested is the first
effort between the Magic Johnson line of defense.”
Foundation and Illinois-based
Johnson, who led the Los Angeles
HIV research leader," Abbott Lakers to five National Basketball
Laboratories, Inc. that aims to help Association championships in the
reduce new HIV infections in the 1980s, sent ripples through the
black community by 50 percent sports world when he announced

his retirement in 1991 at age 32
because he was HIV-positive.
He has made two unsuccessful
basketball comebacks - one in 1992
and one during the 1995-96 season.
Johnson then turned to raising HIV
awareness and building a business
empire that includes movie theaters,
shopping centers, restaurants and a
bank.
“He’s doing wonderfully. He’s
been blessed. The key is that he takes
his meds and exercises regularly,”
Towalame Austin, president of the
Magic Johnson Foundation, told the
Associated Press.
He played a basketball game at
a high school on Thursday and was
still sore, she said. “The virus is
undetectable in his system, meaning
that it’s just asleep. He takes three
medications, including Kaletra. He
has been on Kaletra since 1991,”
she Said.
Fortune magazine named
Johnson one of its 50 “Most
Powerful Black Executives” in
2002.
Johnson established his
foundation in 1991 to raise money
for community-based organizations
dealing with HIV/AIDS education
and prevention programs.
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Odell
Bethune

Treena Denise
Flowers

Peter Carrington
'Williams

Lela Mae
Willis

Wanda J.
Wilson

Odell Bethune was
bom on. May 10, 1932,
in Eufaula, Alabama to
Ollie and Charlie Weens
(deceased).
Survivors
include
seven sons, Phillip and
wife Henrietta, Charles
and wife Jeanette, Author
and wife Geraldine, Joseph
and wife Sharon, Daniel,
Winfred and Jerome
Bethune; three daughters,
Ollie Johnson, Geraldine
Parker and husband Earnest,
and Simone Bethune; sister,
Nell Hick of Tampa, FL;
aunts, Lucy Carrington and
Mavis Jones of Newark,
NJ; devoted friend,
Mattie Fitzgerald; and
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and greatgreat grandchildren.

Bom on February 3,
1964 to Willie Mae Shorter
and Jimmie Flowers,
Treena Denise Flowers
passed away on December
17,2006.
She leaves to mourn,
her daughter, Ashley M.
Flowers; her mother,
Willie Mae Shorter, St.
Petersburg; her father
Jimmie and stepmother,
Joann Flowers, Lakeland,
FL; three brothers, Mark
and Jeffrey Shorter and
David Steven, Jr., all
of St. Petersburg; six
stepbrothers; six stepsisters;
and a host of aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.

Bom in Weldon, North
Carolina to Willie and
Delia Williams, Peter
Carrington Williams died
peacefully on December
17,2006.
In addition to his
wife, Minnie Caldwell
Williams, he is survived
by five children and two
daughters-in-law, Peter,
Bruce, James and Sandee,
Jacqueline, and Charles
and Jacquelyn; nine
grandchildren, Brenton,
Monnica, Ladee, Sonia,
Jason Katherine, Charlette,
Caitlin, and Bruce; and
twelve great-grandchildren.

Bom on November 7,
1926, in Blakely, Georgia,
Lela Mae Willis departed
this life on December 16,
2006, at her home.
Her husband, James
Willis, precedes her in
death.
She leaves to cherish
her memories, two sisters,
Mahalie Crawford and
Earie Mae Willis, both of
Bainbridge, GA; nephews:
Clinton Crawford (Dorothy)
of Miami, FL and Pat
Patterson of St. Petersburg;
nieces: Robin Cox of
St. Petersburg and Johen
Turner of Shellpoint, FL;
Caregiver: Deacon Oscar
Davenport of St. Petersburg;
and other loving relatives
and friends.

.Born on July 17,1954,
in St. Petersburg, to the
late Lucy Williams and
Henry Brown, Wanda J.
Wilson departed this life
on December 14,2006.
She leaves behind, two
daughters, Luchaha Ladson
and Brittany Turner, both of
St. Petersburg; stepdaughter,
Shamelle Turner of Tampa,
FL; Four stepsons, Kevon
Turner of Seattle, WA,
Anthony Turner, Tampa, FL,
Jason Turner of TX, and
Eddie Turner, Jr. of Seattle,
WA; one brother, Bernard
Williams of St. Petersburg;
one sister, Brenda Tensley
of St. Petersburg; five
grandchildren; and a host
of other loving relatives
and friends.

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Creal Funeral Home

“The Jeffersons” Actor,
Mike Evans Dies At 57

Mike Evans

TWENTYNINE
PALMS, CA (AP) - Actor
Mike Evans, best known as
Lionel Jefferson in the TV
sitcoms, “All in the Family”
and “The Jeffersons,” has
died. He was 57.
Evans died of throat
cancer on December 14 at
his mother’s home in
Twentynine Palms, said

his niece,' Chrystal Evans.
Evans, along with Eric
Monte, also created and
wrote for “Good Times,”
one of the first TV sitcoms
that featured a primarily
black cast.
Michael Jonas Evans
was born November 3,
1949, in Salisbury, N.C.
His
father, Theodore
Evans Sr,, was a dentist
while his mother, Annie
Sue Evans, was a school
teacher.
The family moved to
Los Angeles when Mike
was a child.
He studied acting at
Los Angeles City College
before getting the role of
Lionel Jefferson in 1970s
situation comedy “All in
the Family.”
Evans kept the role

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE
.. -------SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987 — , /

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity,..
Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader in the funeral industury.
Consider us first for alt of your funeral Arrangements. «
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.

“DotM#, eutd, Sa&iitt#,;
OOM;
“DowteCC, fa.;
and

rJiana.,

11801-U.S. 19 N
Clearwater, FLl'

aiateni., eutd c/neutd&id&.

727-572-43^5

Civil Rights Activist !
Galen Martin Dies At 79
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - Galen
Martin, a longtime civil-rights activist,
died at his home on Tuesday from
complications suffered in a cycling
accident three years ago.
Martin, 79, died in his sleep, according
to Rhonda Martin, his daughter-in law.
Galen Martin was executive director
of the Kentucky Commission on Human
Rights from 1963 to 1989 and was
instrumental in the drafting and passage.of
Kentucky’s civil-rights law in 1966.
In 1972, Martin was one of the

lawyers for the plaintiffs who sued the
Louisville and Jefferson County sdool/
systems to forde desegregation in
classrooms. He also helped drafl the
desegregation plan that resulted fron the
lawsuit.
Martin was executive director rf the
Fair Housing Council in Louisvih in
2003 when he hit his head while ridiig his
mountain bike on a trail in a national piest
near Damascus, Va. He struggled with
complications from the accideit the
remainder of his life.

Former President Ford Dies At 93

of Lionel when “The
Jeffersons” launched in
1975. The hit show was a
spin-off featuring bigoted
Archie Bunker’s black
neighbors in Queens who
“move on up to the East
Side” of Manhattan.
Evans was replaced by
Damon Evans (no relation)
for four years, then he
returned to the series from
1975! to 1981.
He also acted in the
1976 TV miniseries, “Rich
Man, Poor Man” and made
guest appearances on the
TV series, “Love, American
Style” and “The Streets of
San Francisco.” His last
role was in a 2000 episode
of “Walker, Texas Ranger.”
In recent years he had
invested in real estate in
Southern California.
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Former President Gerald Ford

RANCHO
MIRAGE,
California (CNN) — Former
President Gerald Ford, who
became president in 1974 after
the resignation of Richard
Nixon, died Tuesday at age 93.
V
Ford, the oldest surviving
former U.S. president, died
Tuesday, his wife, Betty Ford

said. The former first lady’s undergoing an • angioplasty common sense, and kind intincts,
statement did not say where he procedure to reduce or eliminate President Ford helped hal our
and
restore public
blockages in his coronary land
died or give a cause of death.
confidence
in
the
presidejcy.
“My family joins me in arteries. Doctors also implanted
“The American peope will
sharing the difficult news that a pacemaker to improve his
always admire Gerald Ford’s
Gerald Ford, our beloved heart performance.
He is survived by-his wife; devotion to duty, nis pjrsonal
husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather has passed three sons, Michael, Jack and character, and the hoprable
conduct of his adminkration.
away at 93 years of age,” she Steven; and a daughter, Susan.
President Bush issued a We mourn the loss of such a
said in a statement from Ford’s
office in Rancho Mirage. “His statement saying that he and leader, and our ,38th ptsident
life was filled with love of God, first lady Laura Bush were will always have/1 a specijl place
“greatly saddened” to hear of in our Nation’^ memdy. On
his family and his country.”
behalf of all Americans Laura
The nation’s 38th president the former president’s death.
“President Ford was a great and I offer our djepest
spent several days in the fall of
2Q06 at Eisenhower Medical American who gave many years sympathies to Betty Forcand all
Center in Rancho Mirage for of dedicated service to our of President Ford’s famly. Our
medical tests. At the time of his country,” Bush said. “On August thoughts and prayers vill be
release, on October 16, his chief 9, 1974, after a long career in with them in the hours ad days
of staff, Penny Circle, said he the House of Representatives ahead.”
would “resume normal activities.” and service as vice president, he
CNN
Senior
optional
In August, he was discharged assumed the presidency in an
from the Mayo Clinic in hour of national turmoil and Correspondent John, King
Rochester, Minnesota, after division. With his quiet integrity, contributed to this repot.

“It’s all taken care of’
These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

MORNING GLORY FUNERAL
CHAPEL OF ST. PETERSBURG
Free Caskets for Veterans!
and Families
Affordable and
Compassionate
24 hour service

3301 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg

(727) 323-8132
Financing Available

Lisa M. Spights
LFD and (wner

Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue South
St.- Petersburg, Flortia
(727) 896-2602

S&tvinty tfe crtowMet&ty airtce 1(50
State Approved Pre-Funeral !

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

S

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
153418thAvenue South ♦ St,Petersburg,FL33705 '

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg^ Florida 33705
* (727) 895-6005

Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Servile
Cremation Service • Shipping Seyice
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD
James Caldwell, LFD
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE"

FRIENDSHIP M.B.
CHURCH
“We cannot discover new oceans until we have the
courage to lose sight of the shore.”

Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor .
The New Hope family invites you to worship with
uS on Sunday morning. Our, morning begins at 7:45
with Early Morning Service. Join us as we lift up the
name of Jesus. Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m. with
classes available for the entire family.
Worship continues at 10:30 a.m. with the Levites
of Hope and the Voices of;. Hope leading the
congregation in praise. The Music team consists of
Michael McKenny, Vemard McKenny; Marcus Childs,
and Corey Givens. We will be delighted to have you
worship with us!
The New Hope family asks the community to
continue to join us as we pray, for the speedy recovery
of our esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L. Senior.
We wplcome the following Guest Pastors/Preachers as
they come to break the Bread of Life during the
various services.

December 31, 2006
10:30 a.m. - Minister Shawn Thomas, Galilee
M. B. Church
January 7. 2007
10:30 a.m. — Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor of
First Baptist Institutional Church
January 14.. 2007
7:45 a.m. - Reverend Brian K. Brown, Pastor of
St. Mark M. B. Church
10:30 a.m. - Reverend T. D. Leonard, Pastor of
Mt. Tabor M. B. Church, Tampa

.. .Muriel Chen

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s anointed and
appointed under shepherd of Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and members of the “SHIP” as a whole,
gladly welcome each of you this coming Sunday for a
unique worship experience. With open arms, we invite
you to worship with us and humbly extend an open
invitation to all who enter.
Please join us for our early morning worship
experience at. 7:45 a.m., and church school at 9:30 a.m.
In addition, we cordially invite you to worship with us
at 10:45 a.m. There is room for all as the SHIP moves
forward with the Vision given to Pastor Evans by God
Almighty.
This Sunday, Pastor Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. will
impart God’s Word to His people. The Deacons of the
Ship are tin charge of the devotional service. The
Voices of Friendship Choir under the direction of our
“music team,”-Bro. John Frazier and Bro. Victor
McCullough will, sing songs of praises to God; our
hospitality ministry and Fifth Sunday ushers’ ministry
will greet you with a true, warm, heartfelt welcome.
The SHIP is sailing into a “new year” with a “new
vision” and a “new direction.” As we venture into the
coming year of service for the Lord, we pray for God’s
direction and his blessings as we attempt to do His
holy will.
Annual watch night service will begin at 9:45 p.m.
on December 31, 2006. Pastor Evans will deliver the
year end message, choirs and ushers will serve.
“The Ship” is devoted to Serving and Saving,
Helping and Healing, Inspiring and Instructing,
Praying and Praising.
Come help us lift up the name of Jesus.
He is worthy to be praised.

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.

(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)
Bible Study will be held on Wednesday evening
at 7:00 p.m. Join us in learning more about
becoming better Christians.

‘

'

r'1

•*

Prayer Service and Mid-week Bible Study

Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at

7:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m. Effectual, fervent prayers of the righ-.
teous availeth much. Come let’s praise God
together.

Mid-day Bible Sthdy
12:00 noon
January 3

January

3

.

Visit our website at www.fmbctheship.org for all
the latest news and other church events.

The New Hope church family wishes the com
munity a Merry Christmas'.

“Jesus is the reason for the season!

May You Have A
Blessed New Year!

“A wonder-filled life is yours when you
know the Christ of Christmas.”

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends, an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We
communicate God’s Word at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
services on Sunday; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.;
arid Bible Study arid Teen Summit on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 p.nv We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer Line. (321-9645)
The Youth Ministry, in partnership with the
Evangelism Ministry, has taken on the task of
helping jhe homeless in St. Petersburg. They are
collecting items and twice a month will go out and
give items, hope and comfort to the homeless.
The iMission Ministry will be hosting a
workshop on Saturday, December 30, 2006 from
10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. A Continental Breakfast
will be served at 9:00 a.m. The facilitator, Dr.

Theresa Pickett of Miami, Florida, will base her
presentation on “Mobilizing Leaders for Mission”
and Tier mission work in Haiti. Dr. Pickett will also
be the speaker for the Mission Sunday Service. We
invite the community to join us and experience this
dynamic event.

Upcoming Events
Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, January 6, 2007
'

8:30 a.m.
Installation Service
Sunday, January 7,2007
11:00 a.m.

Dr. Theresa
Pickett

St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge #109 Hosts
114th Annual Fundraising/Scholarship Banquet
St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge
^109r is hosting their 114th
Annual Fundraising and
Scholarship Banquet at the
Masonic Lodge at 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday, January 13, 2007 at
3130 18th Ave. So., St. Petersburg.
The Master of Ceremonies is
Michael Dozier, Illustrious Potentate
or Harram Temple #23 Shriners
?.H,A- of the Tampa Bay area.
Guest speaker will be the

Reverend Godfrey Musengwa,
Co-pastor at Maximo Presbyterian
Church, St. Petersburg, Florida.
Worshipful Master McLanda
Holmes of St.,Petersburg Masonic
Lodge #109 and members wish to
invite the public to attend this
gala affair.
See any member of the St.
Petersburg Lodge #109, or call
492-6317 or 867-1612 for more
information.

Reverend
Godfrey Musengwa

ST. MARK
M.B. CHURCH

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

“St. Mark Extends their Best Wishes
to the Community”

“Singing to the Lord...”

The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church family
under the leadership of our Pastor, the Reverend Brian
K. Brown, would like to extend best wishes for a
wonderful Christmas season and an even- better New
Year. We welcome all who wish to come and worship
with us.
The month of December.*.
December 27-30

Congress # 2 Convenes
St. Mark offers...
Sunday School is held for both children and adults

of all ages and begins each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00

p.m. Members and the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with us and leam “What
Baptists Believe.”
St. Mark Tutoring Ministry: Free tutoring is
available for all school age children (during the
school year) each Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

from 4:15 p'.m. to 6:00 p.m. at St.'Mark under the
direction of Sis. Rhonda Jackson. Volunteers are both
needed and welcomed.
*
St. Mark Technology Lab: During the month of
December the Computer Lab will not have evening

hours. Evening hours will resume in January,2007.
Weekly Worship Services:

Early morning worship
(First Sunday Only)

7:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
Baptist Training Union

10:45 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

The fourth Sunday of Advent was celebrated at
New Philadelphia. “Faith” was the theme of worship at
Mid-Morning Service. The Lighting of Christ’s candle
concluded the fourth Sunday which observed the
Christian attributes of love, hope, joy and faith. The
messenger for final Sunday of Advent was Minister
Aundrae V. Gaskin.
“What You Got to Sing About?” This was the title
of sermon proclamation on Sunday. Minister Gaskin,
with keen lucidity, scripturally used David’s Song of
Deliverance to .proclaim the innate proclivities of
believers to have songs in their hearts. His three points'
of reference were: 1) prayer and faith; 2) obedience;
and 3) persistence. Through the collective use of these
qualities, Christians can use both good and bad
experiences to spiritually record their individual sound
tracks as they sing the goodness of God".
Mission Sunday will be observed at Mid-Morning
Worship this week. Members are reminded to wear
white T-shirts in observance of this occasion. Pastor
will offer the final sermonic proclamation for 2006.
Worshippers are. encouraged to be present on Sunday
for both Wisdom School and Worship for this last
Sunday of the year.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS continued

Pastor’s New Year’s Message

Pastors Corner

was a very good year. Now is the time
that we often think about the
resolutions that we made back in
January that never happened - losing

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

As 2006 draws to a close, it seems
clear to me that We have much to
reflect on, respond to and ponder.
Some of us are very happy to see the
year end arid we hope 2007 will be a
better year for us. For others, 2006

Weight, exercising, eating healthy,
spending more time with the family,
getting the credit cards paid off, being
on time..,, and the list goes on and
on. But the irony of it is that these afe
the same resolutions we have been
making for most of our lives and
nothing has changed. Why?
Let us take a long, hard look at the
resolutions we make. Often times
they are things we need to do and
change but do we really want to; they
are not tough issues such as changes
in character, changes in relationships
with others or with God. Jesus said,
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you.”
What would happen if we put God

first?
How would our lives change if we?

• Prayed continuously
Thessalonians 5:17)

(1

• Studied God’s, Word daily
(2 Timothy 2:15)
•Attended Church on a regular
basis (Hebrew 10:24,25)
•Seek godly wisdom (James 3:
13-18)
•Love one another (Matthew
19:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 1John
4: 7-21)
•Serve one another (Romans 12:
10-13)
As this New Year approaches, let us:

• Take a new approach to our
resolutions. Let us strive to put God
first and make changes with His help

using Philippians 4:13 as our motto:
“I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me

and most of all, you need to LAUGH.
Forget the past. A glorious and
brilliant future is awaiting you.

• Not give up each time we fail
but instead be spurred on to confess
our failure, get up, dust off and start,
over again.

•Remember to thank God for
each victory, each blessing, each
answered prayer, no matter how
small.

•Resolve to not allow the sin of
procrastination to win by putting off
starting to make changes until
tomorrow (because tomorrow may
never come).

May this bright New Year bring
all of you success, peace, prosperity
and happiness. May you all tread the
path of Truth and righteousness!
May you enjoy the eternal bliss of the
Absolute; leading a divine life,
singing the Lord’s name, sharing
what you have with others, serving
the poor, the sick and loving one
another.
Andrea, the .Mt. Zion AME
Church family and I wish all of you a
Happy and Blessed New Year and we
pray that you will let it be a time for
you to remember God’s Grace.

•Grasp our opportunities today
and make the most of them.
• Not make yearly resolutions but
daily ones.
•Choose each day our attitude,
regardless of the circumstances.
Abandon idle gossiping. Kill
selfishness, jealousy, and laziness.
•Choose to enjoy life. Remember
that you need to play and have fun,

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater 31. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

955 - 20th Street South
Sunday School

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night

Sunday School: 9:00 a:m.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.fr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

General Bible Study

. Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

& Teachers Meeting

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
,, (Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

Victory Christian Center Church

Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well, Come to the House of God.

Schedule of Services

mF first-time visitors wi(( receive a comjdimentary
DVD of our wee left/ sa66atH service.
Visit our website: www.kouseofyocftampa.com

Sabbath Evening 1:3O p.m.
Sunday Available for Service

3403 N. 34th Street
Tampa, FL 33605

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

,

(Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912

3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089

Bethel1894@knology.net

www.victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

Mondays - 7:30 p.m.
Praise & Worship Joy Night
Sabbath School
Praise & Worship Service
Church: 813-248-1907

7:00 pm

_ ___ jrheme^yMpvers of the Christ Purpose’’ ,,;..,, ,

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911

The House of God

Daughters of Zion Women’s Ministry Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.
Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Early Morning 8:00 am
Church School 9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?

BISHOP JOHNNY WILLIAMS and
wife, LADY CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

Sail) t Johi) Prhylfive ® aptiat Church

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Breakfast Ministry...................Sunday 8:00AM
Church School ..................... ......9:00 AM
Morning Worship.......................... .10:30AM
Bible Study...................... ...Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church......... .
Mon & Wed 5:30PM

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Victory Christian Center, is a Word of Faithi Church. For more
information about the other services and ministries at Victory
Christian Center, please call (727) 321 -0911

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

^Nursery and Youth Services Available

pRftYTR TVWCR CWIRCH

First Baptist Institutional Church

0T

(ftp ID CHRIST

, Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
REV. WaynE G. THOMPSON, Pastor

, ft

Services
Sunday

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
5%?.

Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Olive 'Primitive Baptist Church

(Elder Joseph &. Syfoa, Paster
“(I 'Peculiar People Persuaded te Perform

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Purpoee"

3001 18th Avenne South » Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday School -10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
P. M. ^Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.
Prayer Service - 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 p jn.

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship -11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking IN TH8tPR«Mise» VsGion

Life Changing Ministries
of the World
900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South •
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4705
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com

3200 Fifth Avenue South
S t. Petersburg, FL 33712

iarvest

Worship C e n f e r

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL

33714

(727) 374-1864

"

Www.abundant-harvest.org

(727) 327-1373
Apostle/Prophet:
Michael D. Long

Early Morning Worship

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center

j

.... .7:30 a.m.
Prophetess:
Evelyn R. Long

Sunday School .............. .9:30 ajn.
Morning Worship .......... .11:00 a.rh.

Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

10:45 A.M.
2:00 P.M.

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services

Wednesday Bible Study
& Prayer Meeting
Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.

......... .7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting

...............11:00 aan.

Sunday
Christian Education..........................................
Worship Service .................................................
Young People’s Union................. < ...............
Evening Service ..................................... (.....

Tuesday

Pastor

Bible Study .. . . ..

‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’

.10:30 ^.m.
.11:30 a.m.
.6:00 p.m.
.7:30 p.m.

Log on:
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

.7:30 p.m.

“Son ofMan, I Make Thee a Watchman” Ezekiel 3:17

“WaCttina Qn Crtiu Promised Vi?i&n”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Friendship

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Missionary Baptist'1'
Church

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

919 - 20th Street S', St,Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

3300 31st Street South

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

www.bmmbc.org

Dr, John A. Evans,

www.fmbctheship.org
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study

7:30 p.m.

Pastor

Sunday................ 7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School........................................ 9:30 AM
Wednesday..............Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........!.........7 PM Youth Enrichment
"Serving and Saving," “Helping and Healing,"

‘God’s House In The City’

^.Ihtlahclpl]ta (Hommumtff Cljurch

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 898-9407
Sunday School................... ........................ ...........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................................... ....11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer.............. .........6:30 pan.

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Associate Pastor
James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry.................... .. ............................... .. ................

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
• "The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Finance Ministry ......’.................... .. ....................................... ..

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

'(

“Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin . .............................................. ..

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Joyce Robinson

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:30 pan.

Bro. Robert Smith
Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Clerk Ministry . . ................. ......................................................,...................... Wyvonnia McGee

Sunday Morning Bible Class , ..'.. .9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday .. .... >7:00 p.m,
Sunday Evening Worship ..............5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class..... ,7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. .7:00 p.m.

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

'Pentecostal Teipple Clfurclf of God ip Christ

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Schedule of Services
Church School ...........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .........10:45 a.m.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Elder William
E. Anderson,
Pastor

Sunday

(727) 896-5228

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Churph School..................... 9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service..... 10:30 a.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Baptist Training Union .... .5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday .................... .. 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study). .7:00 p.m.

“ft church working togetherfor the uyhuiCdiug of (god's kingdom”

“Creating a Q-Caven oftfope, ‘idef, andideating for Christ”

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope’

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Come 'Worship with us...

THE NEW LATTER DAY
DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES, INC.

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Sunifay Worship Services
,8 a.m., io a.m., 5 y.m.
9:10 a.m. - ‘Righteous Ray

800 49th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: (727) 642-9839

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT® 7:30 p.m. - PRAISE & WORSHIP

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 a.m.
SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION @ 11:30 a.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church \Alhere Everyone is Welcome

Montfay ‘
7:00 y.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Pastor Vivian
Powell-Thomas

(727) 896-4356

Church School: ............9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:.................................... 10:00 a m. - 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:................. 10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .............10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: ...................... . .6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

SundiRpchool
Divine Worship
Eventag Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

7:00 pjn.
staate

Harvest Crusade

5501 31st Street South
St. Petersburg
(727) 866-1184

Van service'is available by calling:

10:00 aan.
11:15 ajn.
6:00 p.m.

Discover HOPE

7:00 pjn.

3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Pastors:
Bishop Ed Nelson &
Rev. Sharon Nelson

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday

, The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ

Hope of Glory Church

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South

Pinellas Community Church is a-culturally

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

9:00 aan. - 5:00 pan.

at

"Where God’s Love Is Radiated and Christ Is Elevated!"
David Allen Jr., Pastor

(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:

WEDNESDAY
School of Leaders
17:00 pjn.
K FRIDAY 8
Youth Nite

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574

The Rock of Jesus Missionary BapusT ChurcH

3931 Central Avenue
St Petersburg Florida 33713
-8983
Ebenezer ntcog@ya hoo.com
48F www.ebenezerntcog.org

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Dominion Worship Ministries

‘T’hurstfay
7:00y.m. - ‘Music the “Arts

“Winning Souls and Making Disciples”

1732 9th Avenue South

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

WefnescCay Rihhe Stutfy
12 noon, 7:30y.m.

Ebenezer New Testament
Church of God

Church Of God In Christ

Pinellas

Montfay. Wetfnestfay, Saturday
6:00 a.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Word of God Broadcast
Watch Pastor Thompson
Sunday Night 7:30 p.m. Brighthouse
Channel 95

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Glory

Early Morning Worship .........................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............. ,..................... ................ 9:30 a.m;
Morning Worship ....................... .......11:00 a m.
Monday - Bible Study . . .................................. .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .................. .. .11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Prayer Service ... . . ............. .. . ..........................6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ....... .........................7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ......... ,6:30 p.m.

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax:

727/502-9843

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old Landmark Church Family’*

diverse church working to build a community

PLACE

of real people making a difference.
Schedule of Services
/Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. "

Service Times: Sunday 9:30 a.m. & 11:15 aan.

Wednesday Night Bible Study -7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

■ nursery & children’s ministries at all services
■ casual, contemporary, relevant
Sundays @ 10:30am

www.PinellasChurch.org

YOUR CHURCH

Sunday Morning Worship - It a.m.

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving

Worshipping at: 5995 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
(On the campus of Lakewood United Methodist Church)
For more information contact the church office at: 727-867-1900

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant and
Lady Danita B. Bryant

an Extraordinary God!*’

AD TODAY!
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922
Midtown Medical Scrubs

MOSLEY
MOTEL

90116th Street South, Suite A St Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)898-5850

||

A (727) 743-7463

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.
Mosley Motel
401 34th St. No. (US 19)
St. Petersburg, FL
727-209-3700

365142nd Ave. South, Suite C-104
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Apartment Style Living
Great Value!
$199.00 Weekly Rate/Move-in Special
(Special Monthly rate available)
*Clean rooms *Gated Community *Quiet days / nights
*24 Hr. Security * Full Kitchenette * Free Showtime *Free local calls
* Laundry * Restaurant on site * Walking distance to Central Plaza
Call Today (727) 209-3700

Scrub sets start at $ 18.00 (reg. sizes)

NO JOBS TOO SMALL

FEMALE

Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY

wiretoysbypefe.com

Yorkie Terrier

Ms. Patricia Williams, L.M.T.

She is so

Willie Tiardwicfc

Nice and

ACCEPTING AETNA & UNITED HEALTH CARE AND MOST

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall.

INSURANCE PLANS

Playful.

Carpentry, Soffit toil gutters. Painting.,

Only for $500.

Noel (Pete) Colstock, Jr.

PressureGleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, tetaifing Doors and Windows

Contact Karen Segun:

4381 Elkcam Blvd. SE
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Karenintcoltd@yahoo.com

Large Family or Investor Home

Great Lakefront Site
Only seven homes on this ultra-private
street directly qn Lake Maggiore

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND-DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(727) 433-2651
wiretoysbypete@yahoo.eom

CALL (727) 864-1882

AFRICAN AMERICAN
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEY

HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Canceled or Non-Renewed ???

— Employment Discrimination
— Workers’ Compensation

WE CAN HELP !!!
Larry Eugene Walker

Three bedrooms,
enclosed sunroom

Roderick O. Ford, J.D., Esq.

- Insurance

and oversized 2 car

Www.fordlaw.org
(813)223-12,00
Tampa * St. Petersburg

(727) 393-4617

+ garage. Room for
a pool and outdoor

3-4 bedrooms, living area, eat-in kitchen, open floor

activities on almost

plan, tiled throughout. Inside laundry leads to
fenced yard with side access for boat/trailer. Close

1/4 acre.

Over 20 years of Experience

to parks, shopping, and transportation: Overall

Only $220,000.

condition makes this an investment opportunity.
Owner will entertain all offers. 1.5% BUYER BONUS.
1428 46th St. S., St. Petersburg. $160,000.

cJJDT)~PcY rdfueuteat

Call Art Schuller at 864-5621.'
Compass Real Estate, 5900 Sun Blvd., Ste 105, St. Petersburg, FL 33715;.

Get Rich At Home

29X0 54th Avenue South, St Petersburg, FL
7X7-867-4007
Would like to wish all “Happy Holidays!”

using my money!

■■

Great Automobile Rates

Extended Holiday Hours:
Mo«-Sa«i*rdays XOANHriPM
Sunday: Noon- OPM

$9.95 Report. Shows you how to make THOUSANDS a
month, from your home... without you investing a dime!

rncc

be your own boss! Leam bow to get
You need just
rich... using my money! Start immediately in a high-profit
home-business. 12 years of experience guide you stepby-step with simplel-2-3 Plan. Age, experience, location
Voubuyno^n^XJ not important. Operate off your kitchen table. No faceto-face contact. You don’t have to invest any money.
. You use moneV
re is NO selling. There is NO risk to vou!
to get rich.
'hackadifce/
.youtieverrisk a nidcel

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

US ■ s
F L O R I DA

LOTTO

Gdldrea’s, Men’s, U' Ladies Name Brand shoes have been

MEN-WOMEN...

iBlBgr j gjMjajtoBaswgW1

specially priced for tikis celebration—

■■■ am
07-25-36

38-41-48
'~'3 i

CA$H 3
948 761

Air Force One’s on SAUL. $64.99

013

Jordan’s specially priced__$74.99

457 392 174

ReeLok Classics.™. $ 2&.95-$54.99
Just arrived <§”' specially priced for tibte Holidays:

Amaiing________________________

all the exciting details now in a $9.95
uij—"■■■:
. . i
money-making Report, it reveals everything, it’s
You never invest a penny j yours FREE if you respond within the next 7 days. No
• - . . .
obligation. No one will call you. Hurry!
rurry Limited

’ Ladies designer shoes: J. Renee’, Stacij Adams for her, Luichixn}, <§"
more in sizes 7 to 13 priced..... $ 29,95'-$ 69.95!

.

Men s lull line ol Stacq Adams lor all occasions.... $39.9S>~ $ 69.95

DOG DAYS

' Now offering Kennetik Cole children s shoes starting at $ 14.951
T.RON ZAKEN, Suite 52349 , THE ZAKEN CORP.
20700 Plummer St., Chatsworth, CA 91311

153

■ Wf Rush me
$9.95 ^ePort
sh°ws how to make THOUSANDS a month,..without me V
I
investing a dime! I understand there’s no obligation to associate myself with you, even though
B you prsrnise to let me use your money to get rich without ever having to pay you back,

| Name _______________________________________ ____ ________ '
Address

IW.

We at Hoops wish to Thandk all <Mt those in our
Southside community for warmly embracing &
supporting our efforts.

______ __________________________ ________ ________ _

.State.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

ZiP

7-1
2-5

8-2
3-6

1-4
4-8

E m pi o y m e nt O p p o rt unities
EMPLOYER HIRING IMMEDIATELY!
624 1ST Avenue South, St. Pete FL 33701
WorkNet Pinellas Career Center

Seeking Sales Representatives

APPLY IN PERSON
Call Judy for info at: (727) 329-1490 ext. 123

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking experienced
sales representatives to sell classified and display advertising

j
Production Positions
Assembly, Warehouse and Forklift Openings!
FL 2779016
• Must be able to lift up to 30-1001bs. • 0-2 years of any type of warehouse experience.
Must be reliable, hard working and eager to work! • Must have a valid FL driver’s license or reliable transportation.
• Monday-Friday 32-40 hours per week. Some weekends required on some positions.
• Criminal background check and drug screen. • Pay-starts from $8.00 to $10.00 per hour.

space for the neWSpaper. This freelance agent prepares list of
prospects; visits advertisers to point out advantages of advertising
in the publication.
For interview, email resume to Wcads@tampabay.rr.com
or call (727) 896-2922.
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A SEASON OF GIVING
Publix Completes $75,000 Pledge
To Build Community Center For
Troubled Teens

Making a Difference: Publix Super Markets Charities donated $75,000 to help construct
a Community Center at the Eckerd Youth Challenge Program (EYCP). EYCP Director
Joann McCoy (left) and Board Member Nancy Eckerd Hart receive the check from
District Manager John Campbell. They are standing in front of a portrait of EYA Founder
Jack Eckerd.

BROOKSVILLE - Publix Super will serve as the campus center for
Markets Charities has donated the final families, advisory council meetings,
$25,000 installment on a $75,000 alumni activities and other events,”
Publix District Manager John
pledge to help support a community
center for the Eckerd Youth Challenge Campbell presented the last installment
Program (EYCP), announced EYA to Board Member Nancy Eckerd Hart
Vice President of Development John and EYCP Director Joann McCoy.
“Publix Charities has a long
Collins.
established
relationship with the
The building will be completed in
time for the program’s annual Holiday Eckerd Youth and Family Alternative
Luncheon on December 20. It serves programs across the southeast,” said
as the dining hall and as an educational Publix Super Markets Charities
facility
along
with
providing President Carol Jenkins Barnett. “They
do an outstanding job of helping
administrative offices.
“This gift helps us provide the young adults find their way back into
quality of care that our kids deserve,” jnainstt^m_.&Q.fie|y as productive
Collins said. “In addition to providing citizens.”
Nancy Eckerd Hart personally
an updated kitchen and dining room, it

SOUL
continuedfrom front page

“He made soul music a world music,”
Sharpton said. “What James Brown was to music
in terms of soul and hip-hop, rap, all of that, is
what Bach was to classical music. This is a guy
who literally changed the music industry. He put
everybody on a different beat, a different style of
musie. He pioneered it.”
Brown’s classic singles include “Papa’s Got
A Brand New Bag,” “(Get Up I Feel Like Being
a) Sex Machine,” “I Got You (I Feel Good)” and
“Say It Loud - I’m Black and I’m Proud,” a
landmark 1968 statement of racial pride.
“I clearly remember we were calling ourselves
colored, and after the song, we were calling
ourselves black,” Brown told The Associated
Press in 2003. “The song showed even people to
that day that lyrics and music and a song can
change society.”
He won a Grammy for lifetime achievement
in 1992, as well as Grammys in 1965 for “Papa’s
Got a Brand New Bag” (best R&B recording)
and for “Living In America” in 1987 (best R&B
vocal performance, male.)
Brown, who lived,in Beech Island, S.C., near
the Georgia line, triumphed despite a turbulent
personal life and charges of abusing drugs and
alcohol. After a widely publicized, drug-fueled
confrontation with police in 1988 that ended in
an interstate car chase, Brown spent more than
two years in prison for aggravated assault and
failing to stop for a police officer
From the 1950s, when Brown had his first
R&B hit, “Please, Please, Please” in 1956,
through the mid-1970s, Brown went on a frenzy
of cross-country tours, concerts and new songs.
He earned the nickname “The Hardest Working
Man in Show Business” and often tried to prove
it to his fans, said Jay Ross, his lawyer of 15
years.
Brown’s stage act was as memorable, and as
imitated, as his records, with his twirls and spins
and flowing cape, his repeated faints to the floor
at the end as band members tried in vain to get
him to leave the stage,
His “Live at The Apollo” in 1962 is widely
considered one of. the greatest concert records
ever. And he often talked of the 1964 concert in
which organizers made the mistake of having the
Rolling Stones, not him, close the bill. He would

thanked Publix Super Markets
Charities for supporting the children
who will benefit from the donation.
“I just visited the facility. This is a
wonderful new building and means a
lot to the kids in our care,” Hart said.
“The youth and staff will truly benefit
from Publix’s support.”
Publix
Super
Markets
Charities was the major donor of the
project, which exceeded $400,000.
s “I can’t express thanks enough,”
McCoy said. “My kids are so excited
about the new building.” The Center
will display a plaque to commemorate
the donation.
EYCP helps approximately 135
13- to 17-year-old young men each
year break the cycle of delinquency and
turn their lives around. Collins noted
that EYCP was originally built to hold
a maximum of 30 youth and that
number has now doubled.
About Eckerd Youth Alternatives
• •

Founded by philanthropists Jack and
Ruth
Eckerd,
Eckerd
Youth
Alternatives (EYA) is one of the
nation’s leading providers of services
for troubled youth. As a private not-forprofit organization, EYA serves nearly
10,000 children each year. Since 1968,
more than 70,<300 young people have

Bayfront Receives $ 1 Million
Donation From Raymond James
Financial CEO Tom & Mary James
ST. PETERSBURG - Bayfront Heart Center, and Children’s Hospital in 2009
Raymond James Financial Bayfront Baby Place at All to offer the community
Chairman and CEO Tom James Children’s Hospital. To date, unparalleled birthing services.
Bayfront. Medical Center
and his wife, Mary, announced Bayfront employees have also
Monday, Dec. 18, their $1 donated nearly $1 million, and is a 502-bed, not-for-profit,
million pledge to Bayfront Bayfront physicians have teaching hospital. This year,
Medical Center, the largest pledged more than $1.2 million Bayfront Medical Center
philanthropic gift in its 100- to the campaign. In addition, celebrated its Centennial
Bill and Hazel Hough, a Anniversary. Bayfront is also
year history.
“We are so thankful for the Bayfront Health Foundation home to Bayflite - the largest
Jameses’ generosity,” said Sue board member, gave a lead gift hospital-based flight program
Brody, Bayfront President and Of $500,000. The capital in the Southeastern United
CEO. “With Our centennial campaign’s total fund-raising States.
year coming to a close, this gift goal is $7 million.
B ay front has received
In March, Bayfront numerous national accolades,
allows us to focus on the next
100 years of caring for our completed the expansion of its including: the Gold Seal of
surgical services with 10 Approval for stroke care from
community.”
The Jameses’ historic gift brand-new operating suites the Joint Commission on
officially kicks of the specially designed for general, Accreditation of Healthcare
community portion of cardiac and orthopedic surgeries, Organizations; accreditation
Bay front’s Second Century as well as a specialty urology from the Society of Chest Pain
Campaign. Other cojnniunity room. In addition, Bayfront is Centers; and Working Mother
partners who have pledged completely renovating two magazine’s “100 Best Companies
their support include: the St. other operating suites to support
for Working Mothers” for nine
Petersburg Times, Sweetbay its growing neurosurgery
years. Bayfront is committed to
Supermarkets, Raymond James program. The hospital is also
improving the health of the
Financial and local philanthropist expanding the Bayfront Heart
community it serves through
Al May. The Second Century Center, featuring state-of-thepartnerships and leadership,
Campaign supports three major art cardiology services in a new
while providing healthcare
office
building.
capital projects at Bayfront medical
services that are driven by
Medical Center, which include Moreover, the hospital plans to
quality and its.values.
a surgical suite expansion, relocate Bay front’s obstetrical
construction of the freestanding services inside the new All

been helped through a range of six
program models in more than 40
locations in nine states: Florida, North
Carolina,
Georgia,
Tennessee,
Louisiana, Ohio, Vermont, Rhode
Island and New Hampshire. To leam
more, call 1-800-554-HELP (4357) or
visit the Web site at www.eckerd.org.

remember a terrified Mick Jagger waiting
offstage, chain smoking, as Brown pulled off his
matchless show.
“To this day, there has been no one near as
funky. No one’s coming even close,” rapper
Chuck D of Public Enemy once told the AP.
Brown routinely lost two or three pounds
each time he performed and kept his furious
concert schedule in his later years even as he
fought prostate cancer, Ross said.
With his tight pants, shimmering feet, eye
makeup and outrageous hair, Brown set the stage
for younger stars such as Michael Jackson and
Prince. And the early rap generation
overwhelmingly sampled his music and voice as
they laid the foundation of hip-hop culture.
“Disco is James Brown, hip-hop is James
Brown, rap is James Brown; you know what I’m
saying? You hear all the rappers, 90 percent of
their music is me,” Brown told The AP in 2003.
Bom in poverty in Barnwell, S.C., in 1933,
Brown was abandoned as a 4 year old to the care
of relatives and friends. He grew up on the
streets of Augusta, Ga., in an “ill-repute area,” as
he once called it, where he learned how to hustle
to survive.
“I wanted to be somebody,” Brown said.
By the eighth grade in 1949, Brown had
served 3 1/2 years in Alto Reform School near
Toccoa, Ga., for breaking into cars. While there,
he met Bobby Byrd, whose family took Brown
into their home. Byrd also took Brown into his
group, the Gospel Starlighters. Soon they
changed their name to the Famous Flames and
their style to hard R&B.
In January 1956, King Records of Cincinnati
signed the group, and four months later “Please,
Please, Please” was in the R&B Top Ten.
Pete Allman, a radio personality in Las
Vegas who had been friends with Brown for 15
years, credited Brown with jump-starting his
career and motivating him personally and
professionally.
“He was a very positive person. There was
no question he was the hardest working man in
show business,” Allman said. “I remember Mr.
Brown as someone who always motivated me,
got me reading the Bible.”
While most of Brown’s life was glitz and
glitter - he was the manic preacher in 1980’s
“The Blues Brothers” - he was plagued with
charges of abusing* drugs and alcohol and of

hitting his third wife, Adrienne.
Ill September 1988, Brown, high on PCP and
carrying a shotgun, entered an insurance seminar
next to his Augusta office. Police said he asked
seminar participants if they were using his
private restroom. Police chased Brown for a
half-hour from Augusta into South Carolina and
back to Georgia. The chase ended when police
shot out the tires of his truck.
Brown received a six-year prison sentence.
He spent 15 months in a South Carolina prison
and 10 months in a work release program before
being paroled in February 1991. In 2003, the
South Carolina parole board granted him a
pardon for his crimes in that state.
Soon after his release, Brown was on stage
again with an audience that included millions of
cable television viewers nationwide who
watched the three-hour, pay-per-view concert at
Wiltern Theatre in Los Angeles.
Adrienne Brown died in 1996 in Los
Angeles at age 47. She took PCP and several
prescription drugs while she had a bad heart and
was weak from cosmetic surgery two days
earlier, the coroner said.
More recently, he married his fourth wife,
Tomi Rae Hynie, one of his backup singers. The
couple had a son, James Jr.
Two years later, Brown spent a week in a
private Columbia hospital, recovering from what
his agent said was dependency on painkillers.
Brown’s attorney, Albert “Buddy” Dallas, said
the singer was exhausted from six years of road
shows.
Brown was performing to the end< and
giving back to his community.
Three days before his death, he joined
volunteers at his annual toy giveaway in Augusta,
and he planned to perform on New Year’s Eve at
B.B. King Blues Club in New York.
“He was dramatic to the end, dying on
Christmas Day,” said the Rev. Jesse Jackson, a
friend of Brown’s since 1955. “Almost a dramatic,
poetic moment. He’ll be all over the news all
over the world today. He would have it no other
way.” '
Brown is survived by at least four children _
two daughters and sons Daryl and James Brown
II, Copsidas said. Friends were making flight
arrangements Monday to come to Atlanta to
determine how to memorialize Brown, Copsidas
said.
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KWANZAA

A model Kwanzaa ceremony is
described as a ceremony which
continued from front page
includes drumming and musical
selections, libations, a reading of
for ourselves and speak for the “African Pledge” and the
ourselves.
Principles of Blackness, reflection
• Ujima (Collective Work and on the Pan-African colors, a
Responsibility) To build and discussion df the African principle
maintain our community together of the day Or a chapter in African
and make our brothers’ and sisters’ history, a candle-lighting ritual,
problems our problems and to solve artistic performance, and, finally, a
them together.
feast. The greeting for each day of
•Ujamaa (Cooperative Kwanzaa is “Habari Gani,” Swahili
Economics) To build and maintain words for “What’s the News?”
our own stores, shops and other
At first, observers of Kwanzaa
businesses and to profit from them eschewed the mixing of the holiday
together.
or its symbols, values and practice
• Nia (Purpose) To make our with other holidays. They felt that
collective vocation the building and doing so would violate the principle
developing of our community in of kujichagulia (self-determination)
order to restore our people to their and thus violate the integrity of
traditional greatness.
the holiday, which is partially
• Kuumba
(Creativity) To intended as a reclamation of
always do as much as we can, in the important African values, Today,
way we can, in order to leave our many African-Amefica..n families
community more beautiful and celebrate Kwanzaa along with
beneficial than we inherited it.
Christmas and the New Year.
• Imani (Faith) To believe with Frequently, both Christmas trees
all our heart in our people, our and kinaras, the traditional candle
parents, our teachers, our leaders holder symbolic of Africanand the righteousness and victory American roots, share space in
of our struggle.
kwanzaa celebrating households.
These principles correspond to To them, Kwanzaa is an opportunity
Karenga’s notion that “he seven to incorporate elements of their
fold path , of blackness is think particular ethnic heritage into
black, talk black, act black, create holiday observances and celebrations
black, buy black, vote black, and of Christmas.
live black.”
Karenga’s most recent
Families celebrating Kwanzaa interpretation emphasizes that
decorate their households with while every people have their
objects of art, colorful African cloth, various holiday traditions, all
especially the wearing of the Uwole people can share in the celebration
by women, and fresh fruits that of our common humanity: “Any
represent African idealism. It is particular message that is good for a
customary to include children in particular people, if it is human in
Kwanzaa ceremonies and to give its content and ethical in its
respect and gratitude to ancestors. grounding, speaks not just to that
Libations are shared, generally with people, it speaks to the world.”
a common chalice, “Kikombe cha
Umoja” passed around to all
celebrants.
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Publix will close at 9 p.m. on New Year's Eve, Sunday, December 31, 2006
and close at 7 p.m. on New Year's Day, Monday, January 1, 2007.

Boneless
Top Sirloin Steak
Publix Premium Certified Beef,
USDA Choice, Beef Loin,
Any Size Package (Maverick Ranch
Boneless Top Sirloin Steak,
NaturaLite, Beef Loin ... lb 5.99)

Boston
Butt Roast

"7 00
7.07

20 Piece
Hot & Spicy Wings

Publix Pork, All-Natural,

Boneless, Publix Premium

Florida Premium
Tomatoes

Hot or Chilled or

High in Vitamin C and

.129.

Full-Flavor, Pork Shoulder,

Certified Beef, USDA Choice,

Non-Breaded Hot

A Good Source of Vitamin A

Any Size Package

Beef Chuck, Any Size Package

or Chilled, Fresh From

(Organic Grape Tomatoes,

(Pork Steak ... lb 1.89)

(Boneless Chuck Steak ... lb 2.99)

the Publix Deli, each box

1 -pt pkg.... 1.99)

SAVE UP TO .60 LB

SAVE UP TO 1.10 LB

SAVE UP TO .30

SU RPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

wowFREE

Greens

Key Lime Pie

Collard, Turnip, Mustard, or Kale, A New Year's Tradition

Publix Original Recipe, Key Lime Juice and Sweetened Condensed Milk

and A Good Source of Vitamin A, 16-oz bag

in a Graham Cracker Crust, From the Publix Bakery, 34-oz size

SAVE UP TO 2.99

SAVE UP T01.00

18-Pack
Bud Light Beer.
Or Budweiser or

1199

12-Pack Selected
Products.......

..... 4110.00

Korbel
Champagne...

1099

California Brut or

BUY 0NECDCC
Potato Chips.......... get one rrvCC
Assorted Varieties, Made With

Budweiser Select,
12-oz can or bot.

SAVE UP TO 2.00

selected advertised varieties.)

Light, and Baked! Items.) (Limit two

SAVE UP TO 5.96 ON 4

deals on selected advertised varieties.)

12-oz can

Extra Dry, 750-ml bot.

100% Pure Sunflower Oil, 13.25

(Limit two deals on

SAVE UP TO 1.00

or 13.75-oz bag (Excluding Natural,

SAVE UP TO 3.49

Publix

Prices effective Tuesday, December 26, 2006 through Wednesday, January 3, 2007.
Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Sumter,
.

Polk Highlands and 'Osceola. Prices not eftetlW at Publix Sabor, Quantity

www.publix.com/ads

reserved.

